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ABSTRACT 

This document consists of the 11 issues of this brief 
newsletter issued between April 1993 and May 1994. The newsletter 
provides information to help schools and communities to reach the 
National Education Goals. Each issue contains reports on monthly 
satellite town meetings focused on specific goals or issues; topics 
to be discussed in upcoming town meetings; relevant developments in 
the "Goals 2000: Educate America" program; publications of interest; 
and the Goals 2000 Community Exchange, an opportunity for communities 
to share problems and solutions regarding completion of the National 
Education Goals. (JLB) 
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A New Name and a 
New Focus 

Secretary Riley announced a new name 
and a new focus for the Education 
Department's efforts to help schools and 
communities reach the National Educa- 
tion Goals — * 'GOALS 2000: Educate 
America." 

Riley made the announcement at the 
March 9 Satellite Town Meeting. He told 
the audience taking part in an estimated 
2,400 communities around the country 
that it will require a national commitment 
as well as active local involvement 

"Achieving the Goals will take no less 
than the fundamental reform of our entire 
education system — from preschool and 
early childhood programs — to schools 
and colleges — to job Gaining and lifelong 
learning," Riley said. 

"Our Education Department is ready to 
do its part. We will provide the leadership, 
encouragement and resources needed to 
make these reforms a reality. Our guiding 
principle is simple: All children, and all 
Americans, can and must learn — and they 
all can and must achieve high standards." 

Through GOALS 2C00: Educate 
America, the department will work with 
states and local communities as they create 
strategies to improve and transform their 
schools. The department will support a 
wide range of reforms, including changes 
in teaching and learning, school manage- 
ment and governance, and parental and 
community involvement in local schools. 

GOALS 2000: Educate America will: 

▲ Develop new partnerships. Staff 
will work with community, state and 
federal agencies, national organiza- 
tions and nonprofit groups and with 
all interested corporations to help 
strengthen schools. 

▲ Coordinate state and local efforts. 

States and communities looking for 
assistance will be matched with the 
ERIC 'See New Name, page 4 
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Riley and Kunin Head New 
Team at Education Department 

Former Governors Have Strong History of School Reform 

Two former governors with strong track records on school reform are now leading the 
Department of Education. Secretary of Education Richard W. Riley and Deputy Secretary 
Madeline Kunin both bring years of state and local experience to the task of improving the 
nation's schools. 

Riley, who served as South Carolina's chief executive from 1979-87, made education 
reform a major thrust during his tenure as governor. President Clinton praised Riley's 
success as an "education governof ' when he nominated him in December 1992: "He is 
a nationally recognized leader in education. In his two terms as governor of South Carolina, 
he fought for and passed an education reform package that was in many ways the envy of 
the nation... a reform package that any governor would have been proud to pass." 

Riley's Education Improvement Act of 1984 called for basic skills testing of students, 
mandatory kindergarten for 5-year-olds, and higher per-pupil spending. The Act also 
imposed a 1 -percent sales tax increase to support a pay raise for teachers. 

At his Senate confirmation hearings in January, Riley listed three objectives that will 
guide him as Secretary of Education: "...to improve the quality of education for all 
students; [to] assure access and opportunity for each student to achieve successfully; and 
[to] build, together with state and local, public and private partners the school and college 
capacity to help all students meet high standards across the nation." 

Riley also will continue to work with local communities to help them reach the National 
Education Goals, which President Clinton helped to create in 1990. "I hope that the bi- 
partisanship that marked both Governor Clinton's and my approach to this challenge — 
an approach which led us to work, not only with Democratic and Republican Governors, 
but with President Bush — will continue," Riley said. 

See New Team, page 4 



"SCHOOL TO WORK" Topic for Next Satellite Town Meeting 

Preparing students for tomorrow's workplace will be the topic for 
the next GOALS 2000: Educate America Satellite Town Meeting, 
set for Tuesday, April 13. 

Education Secretary Richard Riley will be joined by Secretary of 
Labor Robert Rehh during the hour-long meeting, which will be 
broadcast via satellite to communities and cable outlets across the 
country. 

Next month's satellite coordinates are: 

C-Band Satellite: Galaxy 7; Transponder 6; Vertical polarization; 

Downlink frequency, 3820 Mhz; Audio subq^frrien 6.2 and 6.8 
Ku-band: SBS 5; Transponder 7; Horizontal polarization; Downlink 

frequency 12019 Mhz; Audio subcamer: 6.2 and 6.8 
A panel of guests experienced in school-to-work programs at the state and 
local level will join Secretaries Riley and Retch in the discussion. 

If you are interested in participating in this Satellite Town Meeting, or want 
to know where a meeting will be held in your area, call 1-800-USA-LEARN, 
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 



A Message to Communities from 
Secretary Riley 

It is an honor to be called to serve as your 
Secretary of Education and to pin in partnership 
with the many U.S. communities already working 
hard to achieve the National Education Goals. 

As Governor of South Carolina, I had the oppor- 
tunity to work closely with then-Governor Clinton 
to reform our states' and our nation's education 
systems, and I am extremely proud that our shared 
experience led him to appoint me to this post. I 
can think of no greater compliment. 

Let me stress that the bipartisan approach to 
this challenge — an approach that led us to create 
the Go fits and to work successfully, not only with 
the governors of both parties but with the previous 
Administration — wih continue under President 
Clinton. 

Long before I was a goverr t or, or a Cabinet 
secretary, I was a student in the public schools. I 
want all Americans to have what I had — access 
to f? quality education that will allow them to 
pursue any career they wish and to take on any 
challenge they choose. 

Giving our students the best education in the 
world is not only a moral imperative but an eco- 
nomic necessity. As President Clinton has said, 
education is "an answer to how all Americans can 
make their lives better, and how we can all make 
the economy stronger." 

My experience as Governor proved to me the 
genius of our nation's diverse, decentralized edu- 
cation system. It will be my job as Secretary to 
lead the Department to help states and communi- 
ties do what only they can do to improve our 
schools and to expand educational opportunities 
to all Americans. I look forward to guiding the 
Department in its role to lead, coordinate, and 
support the efforts of the thousands of school 
systems and colleges that ultimately bear the 
responsibility for educating our students. 

Another lesson I learned in South Carolina is 
that school reform depends on both "insiders" and 
"outsiders, n working hand in hand. Teachers and 
principals, parents and politicians, school boards 
and administrators, business and labor, and state 
and federal leaders all have vital roles to play. 

I know how hard many of you have worked 
already to move your communities toward the 
National Education Goals. And I know how much 
more hard work — and time, creativity, and dedi- 
cation — will be necessary in the years to come. 
GOALS 2000: EDUCATE AMERICA willcontinue 
this partnership. I look forward to working with 
you and your communities on behalf of students 
and schools. 



Satellite Town Meeting 

An estimated 2,400 communities joined colleges and universi- 
ties across the country to participate in the first GOALS 2000: 
Educate America Satellite Town Meeting, on Tuesday, March 9. 
Hosted by Secretary of Education Richard Riley, the program 
explored ways communities can work with higher-education 
institutions to reach the National Education Goals. 

The meeting featured a special message from President Clinton, 
who stressed the key to reaching the Goals — working together. 
"We simply have to take every opportunity we can to work 
together, to share our ideas, to keep our partnership for excellence 
and for change in education moving forward," the president said. 

"As President, I'll be working with Secretary Riley to imple- 
ment these National Education Goals, to move school reform to the 
school level by empowering principals and teachers...[and by] 
opening the doors of college education to all through our National 
Service Program, and developing a system of lifetime education 
and learning for our working people too." 

Joining Riley on the panel were Diana Natalicio, president of the 
University of Texas at El Paso; Keith Sanders, chancellor of the 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point; and Angela Burkhalter, 
assistant principal at North Augusta Middle School, North Au- 
gusta, S.C., who also helped to create the South Carolina Centu for 
the Advancement of Tsaching and School Leadership at Winthrop 
University. Community leaders from Springfield, Mass., to Fresno, 
Calif., called by telephone with questions and comments. 

The guests shared specific examples of successful school- 
college programs and talked about ways other communities can 
get involved. For example, local school districts and the Univer- 
sity of Texas at El Paso (UTEP) are working to establish a series 
of academic competencies. Students will be asked to demonstrate 
these skills before they go to college or work. 

Since 86 percent of the student population at UTEP comes from 
the El Paso community, Natalicio stressed the importance of 
making sure high school seniors are academically prepared for 
college. "We recognize that the performance of these students at 
the university is very much contingent upon the preparation that 
they bring with them from the schools," she said. 

Natalicio also described the El Paso Collaborative for Academic 
Excellence. This umbrella group coordinates many efforts that 
involve UTEP, the public schools, and the local community. This 
unified approach brings a needed focus to the wide range of 
independent actions to improve schools. 

With the minority population that El Paso has, a great deal of 
emphasis has been placed on fostering minority interest in engi- 
neering. A special program called "Preview of Engineering" 
sponsored by the National Science Foundation gives minority 
students a chance to participate in a variety of science-related 
projects. 

The University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point also works with the 
local schools to make sure students are ready for college, Chancel- 
lor Keith Sanders explained at the Satellite Town Meeting. He said 
a "seamless curriculum" has been devised to give students the 
opportunity to take college-level math courses in high school. 
Students can then advance more quickly once they enter the 
university. 

"We want every child to grow and develop as fast as his or her 



Helps Communities Work with Colleges 



motivation and abilities will allow that child to grow and develop/' 
Sanders said. "Once a year, we invite 52 teachers from central 
Wisconsin to meet with our faculty. We bring the latest teaching 
techniques to them and they tell us what's going on at their schools. 
It's really a good way to help public schools and advance learning 
in math/' 

Local secondary school faculty also get a chance to teach at the 
college level through the university's Faculty Exchange Initiative. 
*This helps both programs greatly," said Sanders. 'The high 
school teachers get to enhance their teaching ability at the college 
level while the university can bring in extra teachers in case classes 
are overbooked. It allows for academic growth and saves time and 
resources." 

Stevens Point also has developed other programs for teacher 
training. The Co-Star program allows for first-year elementary 
and high school teachers to attend seminars conducted by univer- 
sity faculty. The teachers talk about problems and needs they have 
while just starting to teach. This program takes the place of a fifth- 
year classroom setting and gives these teaches a chance to earn 
money while finishing their education. 

Angela Burkhalter told participants in the Satellite Town Meet- 
ing that u le original mission of the South Carolina Center for the 
Advancement of Teaching and School Leadership was to get 
skilled college staff members working to help restructure local 
schools. Seventy associate schools throughout the state receive 
help from the Center, including technological support, evaluation 
of programs, and numerous professional development workshops. 

'The collaboration...the sharing of what's happening in public 
schools with higher education" provides a "reality check" for all 
educators, Burkhalter explained. "We are paralleling our in- 
service and our pre-service training. It's a dual benefit for the 
higher education institutions and the public schools." 

At the conclusion of the panel discussion. Secretary Riley 
welcomed Donald Stewart, president of the College Board, one of 
America's best known educational associations, a 3,000-member 
group that has been has been linking high schools and colleges for 
almost 100 years. Stewart told Secretary Riley about "Equity 
2000," the College Board's community-based effort to help disad- 
vantaged students prepare for college. 

The program focuses on the study of algebra and geometry, 
which Stewart called the "gateway" to other college-level courses. 
"It's the key, it's the lynchpin. The requirement today for quanti- 



tative literacy is unequivocal. All students must learn it if they're 
going to succeed.... And it also, given the structure of high school 
curriculum, will open the door to other academic subjects... We talk 
about math, but it's really the key to restructuring the whole curricu- 
lum, K through 12," he said. 

[For more information, contact: Art Vasquez, News and Publica- 
tions Office, University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso, TX 79968-0522: 
Leslie McClain Ruel, assistant professor. School of Education, Col- 
lege of Professional Studies, Stevens Point, WI 54481: The South 
Carolina Center for the Advancement of Teaching and School Lead- 
ership, 142 Withers, Winthrop University, Rock Hill, SC 29733: The 
College Board, 45 Columbus Avenue, New York, N. Y. 1 0023-6992.1 




New Publications to Help College-School Partnerships 



The ED Department has two new publications that can help communities enlist the help of colleges and 
universities in efforts to improve local schools. 

A two-volume report titled Reaching for College gives guidelines on forming partnerships between 
colleges and public school systems. Vol. I describes 48 programs in 14 state and the services they offer. 
Vol. II offers an in-depth explanation of six of these programs. 
Raising Standards: State Policies to Improve Academic Preparation for College spells out the ways many colleges are 
encouraging school reforms by raising minimum admission requirements and informing high schools about the academic 
performance of their recent graduates. Also discussed are state programs that reward high-achieving high school students. 

To obtain copies, write to the Office of Policy and Planning, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, S.W., 
Room 3127, Washington, D.C. 20202. 
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agencies, organizations or corporations that can provide 
support GOALS 2000 staff will make sure that the key 
participants in ongoing national projects are talking with 
one another and with states and local communities. 
A Expand outreach* GOALS 2000: Educate America 
will encourage the forming of new coalitions to reach the 
National Education Goals. Outreach efforts will be very 
active in urban, suburban and rural areas and among 
diverse populations. 
A Improve communications with communities. GOALS 
2000 will expand the Education Department's vehicles for 
helping communities exchange ideas, such as the monthly 
Satellite Town Meeting, the 1-800 USA LEARN hotline, 
regional conferences, and this newsletter. 
A Expand technical assistance — The Education Depart- 
ment will develop and expand its capability to help 
individual communities find the information, resources, or 
ideas they need to help them achieve the Goals. 
The department hopes that keeping the **2000" in the new name 
will make it possible for the many existing community programs 
— e.g., MEMPHIS 2000, OMAHA 2000, LEHIGH VALLEY 
2000 — to continue using existing materials while being consis- 
tent with uie national effort. 

Riley told communities participating in the March 9 Satellite 
Town Meeting that GOALS 2000: Educate America would 
build upon the previous administration's AMERICA 2000 pro- 
gram. 

**Many of you meeting tonight in communities across the 
country have adopted the National Education Goals as your own " 
he said. "I know that many of you began working on the Goals 
under the AMERICA 2000 banner. And I know that a lot of hard 
work has been done. But I believe that we've reached a new stage: 
a time to redouble our effort." 

Riley said that GOALS 2000: Educate America is also the 
name for legislation soon to be proposed by the Clinton Adminis- 
tration. The bill will support state and local school restructuring 
and promote voluntary national standards and examinations. 
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Former Vermont governor Madeline Kunin was confirmed as 
Deputy Secretary of Education on Feb. 18. During her term as 
governor from 1984-90, Vermont doubled spending on public 
education, established kindergarten for all students, and created 
preschool programs for low-income children. 

Kunin, the first woman governor to be elected in Vermont, was 
named one of the nation's top education governors by Fortune 
magazine. 

"I'm honored by the opportunity to be part of this exciting new 
team in the Department of Education, where our mission is to 
cfeate excellence and provide every child in America with the 
chance to get the best possible education," said Kunin. "I am 
particularly excited by having the opportunity to work with 
Secretary Riley, who was a truly outstanding education governor." 



THE GOALS 2000 CLEARINGHOUSE 
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Next Satellite Town Meeting 
Focuses on "Organizing 
Your Community" 

A "how-to" discussion 
on organizing your 
community to reach the 
National Education Goals 
will be the topic for the 
next GOALS 2000 
Satellite Town Meeting, Tuesday, 
May 18, at 8:30 pm EDT. Secretary 
Riley and his guests will talk about 
how to involve the key groups — 
educators, parents, business 
leaders, political leaders, civic 
organizations, and the media — in 
your school reform strategy. 

Among the questions they will 
consider: How does your commu- 
nity get started? How doers your 
community figure out where it wants 
to be — and where it is now — in 
relation to the Goals? How do you 
identify key players and get them to 
"buy in"? When do you take advan- 
tage of existing coalitions and when 
do you have to start from scratch? j 
How can the community work with 
state and local political leaders to 
help move its reform agenda? How 
can communities utilize free and 
paid media to communicate their 
objectives and galvanize local 
support? 

The May Satellite Town Meeting 
coordinates are: 

C-Band: Satellite: Galaxy 6; 
Transponder/Channel 24; Vertical 
polarization; Downlink frequency, 
4180; Audio subcarrier: 6.2 and 6.8 
Ku-band: S8S 6; Transponder/ 
Channel 110; Vertical polarization; 
Downlink frequency 1 1945.5 ; Audio 
subcarriers: 6.2 and 6.8 

If you want to take part in the 
Satellite Town Meeting, or if you 
want information on downlink sites in 
your area, call 1-800-USA-LEARN, 
Monday through Friday, 8:30-5:00 
p.m. EDT. 
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President Clinton and Labor Secretary Robert Reich join Secretary Riley at the April Satellite Town 
Meeting. Story on page 2. 

Riley Announces "GOALS 
2000: Educate America Act" 

Reform Bill Will Encourage Local Efforts to Restructure Schools 

On April 21 Secretary of Education Richard Riley announced the Goals 2000: 
Educate America Act, legislation that builds on lessons learned from local and state 
school reform efforts of the last 15 years. The Act aims to create schools and school 
systems where all students can reach world-class standards. 

"Comprehensive and sustained reform is the key to improving schools and student 
performance/* said Riley at a news conference where he announced the Act. "Goals 
2000 will aid bottom-up state and local school reform, increase accountability while 
reducing red tape, and reward proven success/' 

Riley explained that the Goals 2000 Act will provide support for each state and 
school district to develop a "comprehensive action plan* — a plan for aligning all the 
elements of their education systems so that all students can reach high standards. 

The Act will also provide grants totaling $393 million in Fiscal Year 1994 to assist 
states and communities in planning these reforms and putting them in place. Reforms 
will include improvements in curriculum, instruction, teacher preparation, and assess- 
ments. 

The Goals 2000 Act will also ensure that all segments of the community participate 
in the creation of state and local reform plans — parents, teachers, business and labor 
leaders, elected officials, community-based organizations, local school boards, health 
and social-service officials, and others. 

The proposed legislation will make the six National Education Goals a formal 
national policy and calls for the addit ; on of competency in the arts and foreign lan- 
guages as core subjects. 
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The bill will also establish in law the National Education 
Goals Panel charged with reporting progress toward achieving 
the Goals and generating support for needed reforms. In 
addition, this bipartisan panel — consisting of governors, U.S. 
representatives, state legislators, and others — will conduct 
hearings and direct studies on the establishment of voluntary 
national content and "opportunity-to-leam" standards, as well as 
assessments. 

The Goals 2000 Act will establish a 20-member National 
Education Standards and Improvement Council that will 
develop criteria for approving voluntary national standards 
establishing what all students should know and be able to do — 
as well as what all schools should provide and assessments to 
measure success. The Council will certify: 

▲ content standards in each academic subject area. As 
developed by national organizations, these standards will 
serve as voluntary benchmarks for states as they determine 
their own standards for what children should know and be 
able to do; 

▲ opportunity-to-learn standards that will provide states with 
criteria for developing their own standards for ensuring that 
ALL students have access to quality curricula, materials 
and instructional technology, as well as teachers 'hat are 
fully prepared to deliver this challenging content; and 

A assessments to measure student achievement in relation to 
the standards. 

'The existence of standards alone will not change our 
schools," Riley told a House Subcommittee recently. "We need 
sustained, broad-based, grassroots efforts of parents, educators, 
business, labor and citizens all to provide every suident the 
opportunity to reach these standards. 

"These changes should not be just for change's sake, but to 
achieve greater levels of skills and learning for all students .... 
Students and schools will work harder and smarter if they are 
given the challenge and the opportunity." 

For a fact sheet on the Goals 2000: Educate America Act, or 
to get on the Community Update mailing list, call 1-800-USA 
LEARN. 



April Alerting, i nnunual 



Secretary Riley concluded the discussion by outlining some 
basic ideas for communities to consider when thinking about 
school-to- work issues. He advised communities to: make sure 
that businesses are strongly committed; set high standards for 
all students; integrate classroom learning with on-the-job 
learning; and include all students — even the college-bound — 
in school to work plans. 

"Every student, whether he or she plans to go to work or to 
college, needs time to think about and explore various career 
pathways," Riley said; "And ail students can benefit from more 
real-world, hands-on and practical emphasis." 

(Contact: Helen Gabriel PAVTEC, Portland Community 
College, P.O. Box 19000, Portland, Ore,, 97219-0990; Steve 
Hathiiton, Department of Human Development and Family 
Studies, Cornell University, NG-14 Martha Van Rensselaer 
Hall, Ithaca, N.Y., 14853-4401 ; or Lucian Yates III, Western 
High School, 2501 Rockford Lane, Louisville, Ky., 40216,) 
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June Satellite Town Meeting: 
Getting Children "Ready to Learn" 

This month's Satellite 
Town Meeting will 
focus on National 
Education Goal No. 1 : 
"By the year 2000, all 
children in America will 
start school ready to learn." 
Scheduled for Tuesday, June 22, 
at 8:30 p.m., the Town Meeting 
will cover a range of issues, 
including the characteristics of 
good preschool programs and 
the vital importance of proper 
health care and nutrition to a 
child's readiness for school. 
Secretary Riley and his guests 
will also talk about how to build 
community coalitions — linking 
schools with service organiza- 
tions, church groups, health care 
providers, and other groups. 

Some of the questions to be 
covered include: How do we 
define "school readiness"? How 
can we better integrate education 
and other services for children? 
What special help do disadvan- 
taged children and their families 
need to be "ready to learn"? 
How do we better coordinate 
childcare and child development 
programs? What can groups 
outside government do to help 
get kids "ready to learn"? 
The satellite coordinates are: 
C-band: Galaxy 6, Transpon- 
der/Channel 20, Vertical Polar- 
ization, Downlink Frequency 
4100 Mhz, Audio Subcarrier 6.2 
and 6.8 

Ku-band: SBS 6, Transpon- 
der 6, Vertical Polarization, 
Downlink Frequency 1 1847.5 
Mhz, Audio Subcarrier 6.2 and 
6.8 

For information on how your 
community can take part in the 
Satellite Town Meeting, or to 
leam about downlink sites in your 
area, call 1-800-USA-LEARN. 
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School Reform Means Patience and Hard 
Work, Satellite Town Meeting is Told 

May Town Meeting Focuses on Community Organizing 

Achieving the National Education Goals and comprehensive school reform is a 
lengthy process that will take hard work and sustained effort said the panelists on the 
May 18th Goals 2000 Satellite Town Meeting. Participating communities throughout 
the country heard about ways to organize to meet the Goals and received advice on 
everything from identifying local leaders to obtaining TV news coverage. 

44 As part of your vision, you make it very clear up front that it doesn't happen in six 
months, it doesn't happen in two years..."advised Alyce P. Hill of Cities in Schools, 
Inc., one the four panelists. 

Comprehensive school reform is not like "instant cream of wheat," agreed the 
Education Department's Ray Cortines, who led the discussion. The Education 
Department produces the Satellite Town Meeting in partnership with the U.S. Cham- 
ber of Commerce at the Chamber's Washington, D. C studios. 

[In a special segment of the May Satellite Town Meeting, Secretary of Educa- 
tion Dick Riley and members of his top staff talked about the proposed Goals 
2000: Educate America Act See story on page 2.] 

The other guests for the discussion of community organizing were Ann Lynch, co- 
chair of the Nevada 2000 state school reform program and past president of the 
National PTA; Robert F. Sexton, Executive Director of the Prichard Committee for 
Academic Excellence, the citizen action group that helped attain passage of the 
landmark Kentucky Education Reform Act in 1990; and Anthony T. Podesta, presi- 
dent of Podesta Associates, a national public policy consulting firm specializing in 
grassroots organizing and communications. 

Lynch, who is the immediate past president of the National Parent-Teachers Asso- 
ciation (PTA), established Nevada 2000 in March 1992 with Sandy Miller, wife of 
Governor Bob Miller. Lynch talked about how their statewide effort to reach the 

See Hard Work, page 3 



Getting Organized: 
A Checklist 
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• 


l. Identify the key Individuals j 




and groups who have the energy, 




patience, and vision you'll need for the 




challenges ahead. 




2. Organize those people into j 




committees around specific goals or | 




tasks. 


• 


3. Define your goals. Where do 




you want to go? And where are you 




right now? 




4. Think about standards. 




What do you want all your students to 




know and be able to do? 




5. Recognize you're not alone. 




Stan establishing relationships with 


• 


the local, state and federal programs 


that can help you reach the Goals. 





Riley Shares Views on "GOALS 2000" Bill 

Communities taking part in the May Satellite Town Meeting 
heard Secretary Riley discuss the proposed Goals 2000: 
Educate America Act, which he said would be "an enormous 
help" to local efforts to improve schools and reach the Na- 
tional Education Goals. 

"it aims to provide support — and incentives — to help 
states and communities restructure schools in a way that will 
enable ALL students to reach world-class standards " Riley 
said. "It also aims to cut some of the federal red tape that keeps 
schools from being innovative/' 

Joining Riley for the discussion were two members of his 
top staff: Michael Cohen, the chief author of the bill, and Terry 
Dozier, the Secretary's special advisor on teaching. 

Cohen said the legislation would assist local efforts to 
improve schools in a number of ways. It would support the 
creation of voluntary national standards that states and 
communities could use in determining what their students 
should know and be able to do. The bill would also establish a 
framework for reform, as well as "seed money" for states and 
local school systems to use to help create and carry out their 
reform plans. 

"Every state will get involved in this," Cohen said. "Com- 
munities in every state will get involved .... So that communi- 
ties that are working now that might feel like they are isolated, 
that they're alone, will have a climate of support." 

A former teacher with 19 years classroom experience, Terry 
Dozier explained why the bill's provisions for voluntary 
standards are so necessary. 

"I don't believe we expect enough of our students, I think 
too many children are trapped into watered-down curriculum 
with low, minimal expectations," she said. "I find in leaching 
honors courses that many of our advanced students are not as 
challenged as they should be...." 

For a fact sheet on the Goals 2000: Educate America Act, 
call 1-800-US A LEARN. 
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New Guide Available on Children/ 
Family Services 

Advice to communities on how to 
coordinate education, health, and 
social programs for at-risk children and 
~P their families is now available in a new 
book from the Departments of Education and Health and 
Human Services. Together We Can: A Guide for Crafting a 
Profamliy System of Education and Human Services 
contains practical suggestions and examples of ways 
community leaders can restructure and link services. 

The guidebook features profiles and lessons learned from 
four collaboratives that link community-based and school- 
based services, as well as brief vignettes that portray some 
common obstacles. Also included is a checklist to help 
communities through the collaboration process. 

Copies of the report cost $1 1.00 and are available from 
the Superintendent of Documents, P.O. Box 371954, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954. When ordering, specify stock 
number 065-000-00563-8. 

"HELPING YOUR CHILD LEARN TO READ" 

A new illustrated booklet from the Education Department 
q ~hows mothers and fathers how they can teach and encour- 
ge thgir children to read and help create a foundation for 
elong interest in reading. 



"The most challenging thing I ever faced as governor, 
and the most continually frustrating, was going into our 
schools and realizing that virtually every challenge in 
American education has been met successfully by 
somebody somewhere. 

'There are people succeeding against the odds and 
producing magnificent results in extremely difficult 
circumstances. The problem with American education 
is that we have never found an effective way to help 
replicate the success, partly because die magic of 
education is always what happens in the individual 
classroom between die teacher and the student, sup- 
ported by the parents, strengthened by the culture of a 
school that is set overwhelmingly by ag(fted principal I 
know that 

"But there have to be ways to recognize the plain fact 
that notwithstanding the funding problems, not with- 
standing the inequalities, nonwithstanding all the 
problems (in) American education, you can find 
virtually every problem in our country solved by some- 
body somewhere in an astonishingly effective fashion if 
you look at enough schools. So the challenge for us 
here is to figure out how to replicate thaL" 

President Clinton 

Remarks at the White House ceremony honoring Blue Ribbon Schools. May 14. 1993 



Helping Your Child Learn to Read suggests how parents, 
in addition to reading aloud, can stimulate interest in 
reading through fun and simple activities. Parents are also 
encouraged to get involved in their child's schooling. 

While supplies last, copies are available free by writing to 
Helping Your Child Learn to Read, Department 617Z, 
Consumer Information Center, Pueblo, Colo. 81009. 

New Tape Addresses Goal 5 

Communities thinking about ways to help all their citizens 
to reach National Education Goal 5, "Every adult American 
will be literate and possess the skills necessary to compete 
in a world economy'' — might want to check out a new film 
on videotape from the Woolworth Corporation. 

Entitled Employablity, the documentary focuses on the 
experiences of people with developmental disabilities in a 
variety of workplace situations. 

Although the film was prepared primarily for business, it 
contains discussion of special training and structured work 
experiences and thus can be useful for educators and 
others with an interest in preparing people with develop- 
mental disabilities for the world of work. 

To request a copy, write tc Ms. Frances E. Trachter, Vice 
President, Public Affairs, Woolworth Corporation, 233 
Broadway, New York, NY. 10279-0001. 
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National Education Goals was created in response to Nevada's 
unique demographics. 

Each of the state's 17 counties has a single school district, but 
they vary greatly in size, so that one may have as few as 100 
school children while another has about 150,000. Out of 
concern for the smaller school districts, Nevada 2000 created a 
system that links people in each county who are working on the 
same goals to allow them to share information and resources 
across county lines. 

"We have found it to be wonderful " she said, "because, 
where we thought we (in cities such as Las Vegas and Reno) 
were really going to help the small counties, the small counties 
were really helping us." 

Bob Sexton described the work of the Pr»Y ird Committee 
for Academic Excellence, which began in iy- J as a means for 
private citizens in Kentucky to provide a p * iic voice to 
advocate for improvements in education for all the state's 
children. During ** .Committee's first decade, its members 
focused on legislative reform. That goal was reached with the 
passage of the 1990 Kentucky Education Reform Act After 
the law's passage, the committee began work to create support 
for the successful implementation of the law. 

"Now we have to help the public be patient enough to let it 
work but be impatient enough to keep the heat on the system," 
he said. 

Alyce Hill shared her experiences as a 12-year veteran of 
Cities in Schools, Inc. (CIS), the nation's largest nonprofit 
dropout prevention program. 

She talked about the need for identifying people in the 
community who can provide leadership and vision, and who 
have the energy and patience for a long-term crusade. She also 
discussed creating the plans and structures — committees, 
boards of directors, etc. — necessary for the long-term process 
of school reform. 



"At the point at which you 're 
completely bored with your 
message, your people may be 
starting to hear it for the 
first time." 

Tony Podesta 



While Hill talked about getting communities organized, Tony 
Podesta Podesta Associates offered advice about informing 
and motivating the public using a carefully considered media 
strategy. Developing a strategy begins with agreeing on a 
i( message" that explains in a simple and compelling way the 
essence of what the organization wants the community to 
understand. 

At that point, Podesta said, the group needs to devise ways of 
communicating that message through the news media. "One of 
the things that local groups need to do is make news, to hold 
meetings, to create events, to essentially think creatively about 
ways of getting your message out before the public." 



He also advised perseverance and cited the "3Rs" of commu- 
nication — "'repetition, repetition, repetition,' At the point at 
which you're completely bored with your message, your people 
may be starting to hear it for the first time." 

The May Satellite Town Meeting also included a discussion 
of the "Keep the Promise" public-service advertising campaign 
that aims to build public understanding and a sense of owner- 
ship of the need for school reform. Margaret Mark of the 
Young & Rubicam advertising agency explained how the 
television, radio, and print ads would help to create support for 
communities in their efforts to reach the National Education 
Goals. (Partners in the campaign include the Education 



"We have to help the public be 
patient enough to let it work but 
be impatient enough to keep the 
heat on the system. " 

Bob Sexton 



Department, the National Governors Association, the American 
Federation of Teachers, the Business Roundtable, and the 
National Alliance of Business.) 

Communities participating in the Satellite Town Meeting had 
a chance to see the 60-second television ads, which the Adver- 
tising Council has distributed to local stations across the 
country. 

(For more information on the guests' programs, write: Dr. 
Alyce P. Hill, Northeast Regional Director, Cities in Schools, 
Inc., 213 Executive Drive, Suite 360, Mars, Pennsylvania 
16046; Mrs. Ann Lynch, do Sunrise Hospital & Medical 
Center, 3186 Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, Nevada 89109; 
Dr. Robert F. Sexton, The Prichard Committee for Academic 
Excellence, P.O. Box 1658, Lexington, Kentucky 40592; and 
Tony Podesta, Podesta Associates, Inc., 424 C Street N.E., 
Washington, D.C. 20002. For more on the "Keep the Promise" 
campaign, call 1-800-96-PROMISE. 



The National Education Goals in Brief 

1. All Children Ready to Learn 

2. 90 Percent Graduation Rate 

3. All Children Competent in Core 
Subjects 

4. First in the World in Math and Science 

5. Every Adult Literate and Able to 
Compete in the Work Force 

6. Safe, Disciplined, Drug-free Schools 
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List of Standards Projects by Sufe^ect 



The following organizations are coordinating the national efforts to create consensus standards in various academic disciplines: 



Mathematics: 

The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
2906 Association Drive 
Reston, VA 22091 

Science: 

National Academy of Sciences 
National Research Council 
2101 Connecticut Avenue, NW 
Washington, IX! 20418 
Attention: Ken Hoffman 

History: 

National Center for History in the Schools at UCLA 
231 Moore Hall 405 Hilgard Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90024 
Attention: Charlotte Crabtree 

English: 

The Center for the Study of Reading 
174 Children's Research Center 
52 Getty Drive 
Champaign, IL 61820 
Attention: Jean Osborn 



Arts: 

Music Educators National Conference 
1902 Association Drive 
Reston, VA 22091 
Attention: John Mahlmann 

Civics: 

Center for Civic Education 
5 146 Douglas Fir Road 
Calabasas,CA 91302 
Attention: Charles Quigley 

Geography: 

Geography Standards Project 
1600 M Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
Attention: Anthony de Souza 

Foreign Languages: 

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Language 
6 Executive Plaza 
Yonkers,NY 10701-6801 
Attention: C Edmund Scebold 
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"SAFE SCHOOLS" 
To Be Featured on 
July Satellite Town 
Meeting 

One recent study says that 
gunshot wounds are second only 
to car accidents as the leading 
cause of death among adoles- 
cents; another says that one-third 
of all high school students have 
easy access to handguns. How 
can communities ensure that their 
schools are violence-free? 

This month's Satellite Town 
Meeting (Tuesday, July 20, at 
8:30 pm EDT) will look at National 
Education Goal Six — "Every 
school in America will bfe safe and 
free of drugs" — with particular 
focus on strategies for keeping 
schools safe and disciplined. 

Participating communities will 
join Secretary Riley's experts to 
discuss the nature and extent of 
violence in today's schools; ways 
schools, parents, community 
organizations, law enforcement 
agencies and other groups can 
help; peer group counselling, 
conflict resolution training and 
other strategies for reducing the 
risk of violent behavior; how to 
discourage gang activity; the 
value of mentoring and positive 
role models; and other topics. 

The July satellite coordinates 
are: 

C-band: Galaxy 6, Transpon- 
der/Channel 9, Horizontal Polar- 
ization, Downlink Frequency 3880 
Mhz, Audio subcarrier 6.2 and 6.8 

Ku-band: SBS 6, Transponder 
8, Vertical Polarization, Downlink 
Frequency 11896.5 Mhz, Audio 
Subcarrier 6.2 and 6.8. 

To learn how your community 
can take part in the Satellite Town 
Meeting, call 1 -600 USA-LEARN. 
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Get Schools Ready for Children, 
Communities are Advised 

June Satellite Town Meeting Addresses Goal J 

Communities working on National Education Goal Number 1 — "By the year 2000, 
all children will start school ready to learn" — need to create stronger links between 
elementary schools and local preschools, daycare providers, and parents of 
preschoolers, said the local and national experts on June's Goals 2000 Satellite Town 
Meeting. 
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"Children start learning right from birth " said Barbara Kamara, director of the 
District of Columbia's Office of Early Childhood Development and one of the Town 
Meeting's in-studio guests. "So when we talk about schools being ready for children, 
we really mean schools need to have good environments for children to come into .... It 
also means that schools need to link more with other services in the community, health 
services, social services, and other services so that they can be of assistance to par- 
ents." Members of the Satellite Town Meeting's network of more than 2,000 
communities took part in the discussion via the 1-800 telephone number. The Town 
Meeting is broadcast out of Washington in partnership with the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. 

See Ready Schools, page 3 

Snapshots: Communities on the Move 

San Antonio 2Q00\s "The Co. " 

A unique public-private partnership serving more than 60,000 young people is 
helping San Antonio, Texas, to meet National Education Goal Six: safe, disciplined, 
and drug-free schools. Throughout the school year and in the summer months, young 
people in the city can take advantage of a recreational program that gives them a 
positive alternative to gang activity. 

The Coalition — or simply "The Co." — offers thousands of hours of recreational 
programming, field trips, special events, and benefits to San Antonio's youth aged 6 
through 19. Free memberships entitle young people to programs aud services from 
affiliated agencies such as the Parks and Recreation Department, YMCA, the Boys and 
Girls Clubs, the Boy and Girl Scouts, the Police Athletic League, and numerous social 

See Snapshots, page! 
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service agencies. San Antonio's Transit Authority provides free 
transportation for all Co. members, Sea World contributes free 
field trips, and local universities grant scholarships to sports 
camps held at their facilities. In addition, there are over 40 
businesses offering discounts for clothing, food, and entertain- 
ment for Co. members. 

For more information, contact San Antonio Parks and 
Recreation at (2 10) 299-8452. 
Cleveland/Bradley County 2000 Tackles Goal Five 

In East Tennessee, Cleveland/Bradley County 2000 has 
enlisted the aid of several prominent businesses, including 
Magic Chef, Inc., Wal-Mart, The Cleveland Bank and Trust, 
Eaton Corp., as well as parent teacher organizations, student 
advisory groups, and members of the community at large in its 
efforts to ensure citizens are literate and prepared for the 
demands of the world economy. 

With some special help from Magic Chef, Cleveland/Bradley 
County 7000 is working to improve the vocational courses 
taken by about 75% of the local seventh and eighth graders. 
Work has begun to create 20 new educational modules to train 
students in their selected profession. Modular vocational 
programs emphasize problem solving, self-management, small 
group work, communication skills, and uses established 
technology to teach students about technology. 

The community has also created a video promoting adult 
literacy, set to a popular song called "Billy Can't Read," now in 
use in several of Cleveland/Bradley schools and at local 
conferences. Plans are underway for a benefit concert whose 
proceeds will go to a GED Scholarship Fund for the many 
adults whc cannot afford the GED preparation and testing fees. 

For more information, contact Don Munson, mananger, Wal- 



Mait Keith Street, Cleveland, TN 37320. 
Independence, Missouri Focuy.es on Families 

For GOALS 2000: Educate Independence (Missouri), 
reaching Goal One — All children ready to learn — is a family 
affair. Of the wide range of programs and services provided to 
help prepare children for school, most focus on helping parents 
and families to be better teachers. 

In addition to national programs such as Head Stan, Even 
Start, and Parents as Teachers, Independence has developed a 
number of "homegrown" programs that integrate services for 
children and families, including the Direction Service Center, a 
nonprofit information and referral agency for parents, a support 
network for family child care providers, and a system of pre- 
school and school-age child care. 

The "Practical Parenting Partnership" begun last year in three 
elementary schools, trains mothers and fathers to assist other 
parents in helping their children develop a stronger healthier 
self-concept. The district eventually plans to spread the 
program out to all thirteen elementary schools in the area. 

"Reading and Dads," or RAD, was initiated in response to 
the growing need to include fathers in the education of their 
children. Through this program, dads come to school during the 
work day and read to their children. 

To leam more, contact James M. Caccamo, Ph.D. at The 
Office of Special Programs, 1231 South Windsor, Indepen- 
dence, Missouri, 64055. (816) 833-3433. 

Does your community have a program you'd like to 
share? Send a brief description to Community Update, 
U.S. Department of Education, Room 2089, 400 Maryland 
Avenue S.W., Washington, D.C 20202, or fax it to 202/401- 
0953. 



receive your monthly copy, call 1-800-USA-LEARN. 



Commission on Time and Learning 
Seeks Advice, Offers Information 

Communities taking a hard look at the quantity and quality of 
time their children spend in school may want to find out more 
about the work of the National Education Commission on Time 
and Learning. Created by the U.S. Congress in 1991 , the 
Commission is currently preparing a report for release in the 
spring of next year on how to improve the use of time in and out of 
school for student learning. Commissioners are gathering 
information about the length of the academic day and academic 
year in schools throughout the United States and in other 
countries; the time children spend in school on specific academic 
subjects: learning time outside of school hours; use of school 
facilities for extended learning programs; the amount and quality 
of time spent on homework; and other issues. 

Towards this end, the Commission has been collecting 
testimony at public hearings, making various site visits across the 
country, and conducting related research. Information on 
grassroots programs which use instructional time in creative ways 
is especially valuable, and communities with useful experiences to 
share are encouraged to provide testimony. 

The Commission also has preliminary information that it can 
share on promising practices. 

Fcr more information or for a schedule of upcoming hearings, 
contact : Milt Goldberg, Director, The National Education 
Commission on Time and Learning 1255 22nd Street, N.W., Suite 
502, Washington, D.C. 20202-7591 . (202) 653-5091 . 
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The National Education Goals in Brief 
1. All Children Ready to Learn 

jg 2. 90 Percent Graduation Rate 



3. All Children Competent in Core 
Subjects 

ii 

\ 4. First in the World in Math and Sci- 
ence 

5. Every Adult Literate and Able to 
Compete in the Work Force 

6. Safe, Disciplined, Drug-free Schools 



Ready Schools, continual 



Secretary of Education Richard Riley's guest for a special 
segment of the Town Meeting was Dr. Ernest Boyer, president 
of the Carnegie Foundation and former United States Commis- 
sioner of Education. Boyer talked about his landmark study, 
Ready to Learn: A Mandate for the Nation, which presents a 
blueprint for a national effort to ensure that all American 
children are prepared for school. 

Boyer and Secretary Riley discussed a number of Ready to 
Learn 's recommendations, including suggestions that all states 
have comprehensive parent education programs and that every 
community have a preschool PTA. Boyer also called for better 
inter-generational links to build bridges between day care, elder 
care, and schools, and to create mentoring programs allowing 
seniors to work in child care. 

"I believe that Goal One is the most essential If we can get 
children ready to learn, the other goals will ... in large measure 
be fulfilled," Boyer said. 

Other guests on the Town Meeting were Dr. Carol Scott, 
project director for Independence, Missouri's Head Start 
Transition Project, one of 32 national demonstration projects 
examining ways to help children as they move from Head Start 
to public school, and Robert E. Campbell, vice chairman of the 
board of directors of Johnson & Johnson. 
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Campbell also serves the board of the Committee for Eco- 
nomic Development (CED), which recently released Why Child 
Care Matters: Preparing Young Children for a More Produc- 
tive America, a report on child c? xe in the United States that 
offers practical strategies for helping the nation meet the 
changing needs of parents, children, business and society. 

"Fully one third, and actually over one third of children under 
the age of six — that's eight million children — are in some 
form of out-of-home care," Campbell said. "If we don't 
develop those children during that period of time ... there's 
going to be a lot of trouble when they're moving on to school." 

The CED report makes a number of recommendations, 
including developing stronger coordination among programs 
serving disadvantaged children; improving information and 
referral services for parents of preschool children; setting local 
child care standards. 

In Independence, Missouri, much of the community's effort 
to ensure children are ready for school involves programs 
supporting parents and families. Carol Scott described their 
Parents As Teachers program, serving almost 1,000 families 
with home visits, group meetings, and screenings; a support 
network for family child care providers that offers training and 
education; the Direction Service Center, a nonprofit information 
and referral agency and other programs that help to "empower" 
oarents. 
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4 Emppwering parents doesn't mean giving them power," 



Scott said. 4 They have it — we have to help them see where 
their power is and help remove some of the bureaucratic 
barriers to their exercising that power." 

The District of Columbia's Barbara Kamara described her 
work with the D.C. Early Childhood Collaborative, a working 
coalition of schools, community agencies, businesses and other 
organizations providing services to children and families. The 
Collaborative' s flagship project is the Frederick Douglass Early 
Childhood Development and Family Support Center, based at 
an elementary school, which offers a number of services to 
children and families in two of Washington's housing projects. 
Core services offered by the Frederick Douglass Center include: 
parent advocacy and education; infant and toddler care; 
pediatric and health care screenings; alcohol and drug abuse 
counselling, and food stamps. 

"One of the ways that we've gotten commitment in the 
District of Columbia is we have children and families at the 
center of what it is that we're doing," Kamara explained. "We 
also try and give (people) a vision of how different things can 
be for the children if the community ... government, the private 
sector, and the voluntary sector, all come together." 

For information on the guests their programs or publica- 
tions, write: The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching, 5 Ivy Lane, Princeton, N.J. 08540; Corporate 
Communications, Johnson & Johnson, 1 Johnson & Johnson 
Plaza, New Brunswick, N.J. 08933; Office of Early Childhood 
Development, 717 14th Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20004; 
and the School District of Independence, 1231 South Windsor, 
Independence, Mo. 64055. 



A School Readiness Checklist 
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probably doing a great deal for children already. 
Find new ways to coordinate those services to 
make it easier on families and to leverageyour 

I limited resources. 

3. Get schools ready for children. Schools 
I should be flexible to allow for developmental 



L!lIil!lliIIiI*Tf*f»T« 



quality ot the preschool experiences of all its 
children — including those from middle-and upper 
income homes. 
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National Education Goals Three 
and Four — (ail students competent ! 
in core academic subjects, and U.S. 
students first in the world in math 
and science) will be the focus when 
the Goals 2000 Satellite Town 
Meeting resumes after the summer 
break on Tuesday, September 21 , at 
8:30 Eastern Time. (There will be no | 
Satellite Town Meeting in August.) 

Communities in the satellite 
network wili have the opportunity to 
talk with Secretary of Education Dick 
Riley and a panel of guests from 
local and national organizations 
about creating high standards — 
how states and communities can 
establish clear expectations about 
what all students need to know and 
be able to do. The discussion will 
include news from some of the 
ongoing national projects to develop 
consensus standards in different 
academic disciplines; what other 
nations expect of their students; how 
challenging standards can improve 
teaching, textbooks, curriculum, and 
student assessments; and examples 
of high-performanca schools and 
classrooms where high standards 
are already being used. 

Coordinates for the September 
Satellite Town Meeting are as 
follows: 

C-Band: Telstar 301 , Transpon- 
der 1 /Channel 2; Horizontal polariza- 
tion; Downlink frequency 3740; 
Audio subcarriers 6.2 and 6.8; 
Orbital location 96 degrees West. 

Ku-Band: G-Star 1; Transponder/ 
Channel 1 1 ; Vertically polarized; 
Downlink frequency 11866; Audio 
subcarriers 6.2 and 6.8; Orbital 
location 103 degrees West. 

To learn how your community can 
take part in the Satellite Town 
Meeting, or to find out about 
downlink sites in your area, call 1- 
800-USA-LEARN. 



i 



Members of President Clinton's cabinet talk about school safety with community leaders during tht 
Goals 2000 Satellite Town Meeting in July. See story on page 2. 

GOALS 2000 Communities 
Stay Active in Summer Months 

The nation's school children have been on summer vacation, but a number of Goals 2000 
communities have been using the past two months to continue their progress towards the 
National Education Goals. Here are a few brief reports: 
EDMONDS 2000: Reaching for Standards 

For EDMONDS 2000, this summer's highest priority is setting academic standards. 
School officials and community leaders in this Washington State city are spending time 
determining just what kinds of standards the community wants and then sharing the 
information locally. The school district has also created new position called Program 
Manager for Performance Standards. 

In addition, EDMONDS 2000 is watching the rest of the state carefully. Leaders say 
that as their effort to reach the National Education Goals progresses that they want to be 
sure that Edmonds stays consistent with standards-setting projects throughout Washington. 

In other news, EDMONDS 2000 is also supporting projects for the students this 
summer. One program for third through eighth graders is called Creative Arts and Music 
Program (CAMP), which gives all students an opportunity to experience drama, art, dance, 
and music. Another effort combines school and work and targets high school students in 
danger of dropping out. Students in specially supervised work situations spend the 
summer both earning money and catching up on lost credits. 
BOULDER VALLEY 2000: Focusing on Young Children 

At the end of August and beginning of September, BOULDER VALLEY 2000 leaders 
will focus on National Education Goal One: All children ready to learn. In this Colorado 
community, the effort will concentrate on helping parents in their role as their children's 
first teachers. Specially designed book packs will be distributed to teen parenting classes, 
expecting parents who take classes at hospitals, and a clinic in the mountains for expecting 
parents. Businesses in the community have come together to provide books, pamphlets. 
See Community Activities, back cover 
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and t-shirts for the packs. 

Six community bookstores (Boulder Bookstore, Printed Page, 
Cover-to-Cover, B. Dalton, Barnes and Noble, and Walden 
Books) donated good quality picture books for children. The local 
McDonald's donated 200 pamphlets in both English and Spanish 
that listed books promoting early learning as well as tips for 
parents on how to read to kids. Paine Webber printed "Begin with 
Books" on infant t-shirts donated by the local Wal-Mart 
MARYLAND 2000: Planning a Workshop 

Leaders of MARYLAND 2000, the state's coordinated effort to 
reach the National Education Goals, have been busy planning a 
fall workshop for educators. Current plans are to invite principals 
and teachers from 100 schools across the state for sessions on 
getting businesses involved with schools; developing and imple- 
menting school improvement plans; and applying for funds to 
support school reforms. 

Does your community have a program you'd like to share? 
Send a brief description to the Editor, Community Update, 
VS. Department of Education, Room 2089, 400 Maryland 
Avenue S.W., Washington, D.C. 20202. or fax it to 202/401- 
0953. 
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Science Standards 
Projects Seeks Comment 

A group of educators working on consensus standards for 
science education is asking for comment on their latest draft 
report. Led by the National Academy of Sciences, the 
project is preparing standards that would address what 
categories of scientific knowledge should be taught in 
elementary and secondary schools, how students should 
be assessed, and what kinds of professional development 
teachers will need teach to the standards, among other 
issues. 

The group's last draft (which was made available in 
February) received more than 400 comments, including a 
number from parents and business leaders, project coordi- 
nators said. 

To obtain the latest draft and to furnish comments, write 
to: Critique and Consensus, National Research Council, 
2101 Constitution Avenue, N.W., HA 486, Washington, 
D.C. 20418. Telephone: 202/334-1 39ft. 
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Guests Announced 
for Satellite Meeting 
on "High Standards" 

This month's Goals 2000 
Satellite Town Meeting on "Reach- 
ing High Standards" will feature 
Cilbert Grosvenor, president and 
chairman of the board of the 
National Geographic Society, Dr. 
Shirley Malcolm of the American 
Association for the Advancement 
of Science, Brian Benzel, superin- 
tendent of the Edmonds, Wash., 
school district and teacher Sharon 
LeBlond of Norway, Maine. They 
will join Secretary of Education 
Dick Riley and Deputy Secretary 
Madeleine Kunin for the Town 
Meeting, which begins at 8:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, September 21. 

Participants in the satellite 
network around the country can 
expect to hear discussion of what 
standards are and how they are 
established; the role for communi- 
ties, school districts and the 
general public in the various 
national projects now underway to 
develop content standards; and 
examples of states, schools and 
communities that have begun to 
put high standards in place. 

Coordinates for the September 
Satellite Town Meeting are as 
follows: 

C-Band: Telstar 301 , Tran- 
sponder 1 /Channel 2; Horizontal 
polarization; Downlink frequency 
3740; Audio sgj^caniers 6.2 and 
6.8; Orbital location 96 degrees 
West. 

Ku-Band: G-Star 1 ; Transpon- 
der/Channel 1 1 ; Vertically polar- 
ized; Downlink frequency 1 1866; 
Audio subcarriers 6.2 and 6.8; 
Orbital location 103 degrees West. 

To learn how your community 
can take part in the Satellite Town" 
Meeting, or to find out about 
downlink sites in your area; call 1 - 
800-USA-LEARN. 
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"Time for America to Get 
Serious About Our Children" 

hy Richard W. Riley. L'S Secretary of Education 

NOTE: The following has been adapted from remarks made by Secretary Riley at the 
National Governors' Conference, Tulsa, Okla., on August 16 f 1993. 

For the past decade, many Governors have been on the cutting edge of progressive, 
responsive change. Education remains a state function, and states will continue to be the 
primary leaders in the change process. 

But education is and must also be a national priority. That is why the National Education 



"This is a vision ... of an 
education system that is 
committed to producing 
real results y for att of its 
students." 



America's future is de- 
cated citizenry. It is both 
and a moral imperative to 
and effective education 
America. We don't have 

istration and the Gover- 
sion of the education sy s- 
for the 21st century. It is 

one in which schools help every child (regardless of her background or where he attends 
school) — to reach challenging academic standards and leave school prepared for 
responsible citizenship and a productive future. 

This is a vision reflected in the National Education Goals. It is of an education system 
that is committed to producing real results, for all of its students. We are not alone in this 
vision. We have literally hundreds of thousands of allies, among parents, teachers, 
principals and other professional educators; state and local officials; and business leaders 

See Get Serious, page 2 



Goals are so important, 
pendent on a well-edu- 
an economic necessity 
provide a high-quality 
for all children in 
a single person to waste. 

Together this Admin- 
nors have a shared vi- 
tem our country needs 



Schedule Set for Town Meetings 

Here's the schedule of topics for the GOALS 2000 Satellite Town Meetings 
(STMs) for the 1993 - 1994 school year. The topics reflect the suggestions of 
many in our STM network who filled out questionnaires following our July 
Meeting. 

"Reaching High Standards" 
"N9w Technology: Transforming Education" 
"Systemic Reform: State and Community Profiles" 
"l ime and Learning: New Ideas for Education, 
Inside and Outside School" 
"Opportunity to Learn: Helping ALL Students 
Reach High Standards" 
"Preparing World-Class Teachers" 
"Helping U.S. Students To Be First in the World in 
Math and Science" 
'The Arts in Education" 
"Increasing Parent Involvement in Education" 



September 21 
October 19 
November 16 
January 18 

February 15 

March 1 5 
April 19 



May 17 
June 21 



Just a reminder: The Satellite Town Meeting is always on the third Tuesday 
of the month. Each STM begins at 8:30 p.m. Eastern Time. 
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Are you on the Community Update mailing 
list? To receive your monthly copy, call 1-800- 
USA-LEARN. 
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October Town 
Meeting to Focus 
on Technology 



New education technology and 
how it can help ail students to 
reach world-class standards will 
be the focus of the next Goals 
2000 Satellite Town Meeting on 
Tuesday, October 19, at 8:30 
p.m. EDT. 

U.S. Education Secretary 
Richard Riley and Deputy Secre- 
tary Madeleine Kunin will wel- 
come a panel of education, 
business and community leaders 
who will discuss how technology 
can transform the way students 
learn by providing more opportu- 
nities for active, hands-on, 
discovery-based projects; provide 
teachers with new access to 
resources and to one another; 
improve learning opportunities for 
disabled or disadvantaged 
students; and offer new ways of 
involving parents in their 
children's education. 

Plans for the broadcast include 
the use of videotaped reports that 
will show how new technologies 
are used in the classroom. 

Coordinates for the October 
Satellite Town Meeting are: 

C-Band: Telstar 301 , Tran- 
sponder 1/Channel 2; Horizontal 
polarization; Downlink frequency 
3740; Audio subcarrters 6.2 and 
6.8; Orbh.. location 96 degrees 
West. 

Ku-Band: G-Star 1; Transpon- 
der/Channel 11; Vertically 
polarized; Downlink frequency 
1 1866; Audio subcarrters 6.2 and 
6.8; Orbital location 103 degrees 
West. 

To learn how your community 
can take part in the Satellite Town 
Meeting, call 1-800-USA-LEARN. 
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High Standards and High 
Expectations Are Key to Reform, 
Town Meeting Audience Hears 

For the panel of national and community leaders taking part in last month's Goals 
2000 Satellite Town Meeting on helping students reach world-class standards, the 
fundamental question for school reform is, "What do we want our children to know 
and be able to do?" 

*The community needs to have a discussion about what they want their children to 
know," said panelist Shirley Malcom of the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science. 

"What collection of things do they want in the community? .... They need to have a 
discussion about what kind of vision they have for education in the community/' 

Members of the Satellite Town Meeting's network taking part in their own commu- 
nity meetings at downlink sites around the country or watching at home on public 
access television — as well as a live studio audience — heard advice on how setting 
high academic standards can transform teaching and learning. U.S. Secretary of 
Education Richard W. Riley and Deputy Secretary Madeleine Kunin hosted the 
program, which originated at the U.S. Chamber of Commerce's studios in Washington, 
D.C. 

In addition to Malcom, the other panelists were: Gilbert Grosvenor, president and 
chairman of the board of the National Geographic Society; Brian Benzel, superinten- 
dent of the Edmonds, Wash., school district; and mathc dcs teacher Sharon LeBlond 
of Norway, Maine. 

Malcom talked about her work with the National Committee on Science Education 
Standards and Assessments, the nationwide group of scientists and teachers who are 
working on voluntary standards for content, assessment and teaching for science 

See High Standards, page 2 

Congress Considers School Reform Legislation 

In the past several weeks, President Clinton sent Congress two critical pieces of 
proposed school reform legislation. Both bills address how education must change in 
order to help all children learn what they must know and be able to do to succeed in a 
competitive world economy. The two bills build on the proposed Goals 2000 Educate 
America Act, introduced in April 1993, which sets forth a vision of school reform to 
allow the United States to reach the National Education Goals. 

The Improving America *s Schools Act of 1993, the President's proposal to reauthorize 
the $10 billion Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), would refocus a 
number of federal programs for K-12 education to enable schools to help all students 
reach high academic standards. The pmnosal aims to provide resources where the 

See Congress, page 4 



Ae thl* edition of Community Update wont to pro**, tho GOALS * 

2000 Edvjate America Act wa* scheduled to be debated on the ] 

floor of the Houee of Representative* during the week of Oct. 4, ; 
and to reach the U.S. Senate floor later thl* month. For more 

information, call 1-800-USA-LEARN. j 
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TV NOTE TO KEADE-RS: 

% % In addition to a report on the October 

* Satellite Town Meeting on technology, next 
months Community Update will feature articles on how 
communities are using technology to help students and 
adults to reach high standards and the National Educa- 
tion Goals. If your community or school can provide such 
an example, please send a brief description to the Editor. 
Community Update. US. Department of Education. 'Room 
HWl W Maryland Avenue. SW. Washington. DC 20202. 
) fax itjo 202-2D5-0(>% 

^ b£ST COPY AVAILABLE 
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Live from Bentonville* Arkansas: 

WAL-MART Conducts 

There was no Goals 2000 Satellite Town Meeting in August, 
but apparently the reform-minded store managers and their 
associates at Wal-Mart couldn't wait until September. On 
August 24, the Wal-Mart home office in Bentonville t Ark., 
produced its own live satellite meeting where members of the 
corporate family in hundreds of stores throughout the country 
talked about their community-based efforts to reach the 
National Education Goals. 

"We had some momentum going on in our stores and we 
didn't want to loose that," said Janet Wilkerscn, the Goals 2000 
program coordinator for Wal-Mart "Satellite town meetings 
are a way to bring uie community together each month." 

The need for widespread community involvement was the 
dominant theme of the town meeting, which featured Wal-Mart 
officials, leaders of the local Bentonville 2000 effort, and 
representatives of other businesses that are active in local 
school reform. 

"It's going to take all of us...the business community...the 
parents, the retired folks, the young married couples, as well as 
the educators for us to achieve those national goals by the year 
2000," Wilkerson told the audience. 

Highlighting the importance of business involvement, Wal- 
Mart chairman Rob Walton interviewed Rich Gurin, President 
of Binney and Smith, makers of Crayola products. Wal-Mart 
and Binney and Smith have formed a partnership to develop 
products that promote early childhood education and school 
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education in our nation's schools. The challenging standards 
now in development are intended for all students, not just gifted 
ones, she said. 

"We are not going to spend so much of our time trying to 
figure which kids are trying to succeed and which ones are 
going to fail. We're going to expect that all of them are going to 
succeed. 

The National Geographic Society's Grosvenor described the 
process by which voluntary nationwide standards for geography 
are being prepared. He said that one goal of the National 
Geographic, which is one of the lead agencies involved in the 
project is to produce standards that are practical. "We intend to 
make this a very readable document...It's intended to help the 
teacher," he said. "I would hope that the standards would 
motivate all teachers to teach geography in a very exciting way. 
It's more than facts." 

The importance of having clear, plainly worded standards was 
echoed by Brian Benzel, who described the process of setting 
standards in this local community, where input from the 
citizenry was absolutely key. "We learned the message about 
jargon. I think that's an important message that our audience 
needs to grapple with. They need to get their fingerprints on 
this...," he said. 

Benzel explained how his school district, which is a Goals 
2000 Community, is engaged in a multi-year, comprehensive 
effort to improve student performance based on world-class 
standards and assessments. The community has spent the past 
14 months working on a standards-based approach to school 
reform. The result is the 'Tapestry of Student Learning " a 
work-in-progress that defines what the community wants its 
children to know ard be able to do in 15 "interwoven" academic 
and skill categories. 



Its Own Town Meeting 

readiness. Gurin talked about his company's involvement wish 
reforni efforts in LeHigh Valley 2000 in Pennsylvania, 

Donna Banks, Bentonvtile 2000 coordinator, stressed that in 
her community it was important to determine "where we are 
aisd where we*d like to be " but she emphasized that it is not a 
u cookie-cutter process" and would be different for every 
community. Dr. Lewis Hollovvay, superintendent of 
Bentonville schools, argued that "participation is everything," 
and that having all segments of the community involved in the 
planning process is "critical for success." Actually reforming 
the schools, he said, will "not happen at Jie committee level, 
but at the individual level." 

Hosts Lee Stucky, Director of Training and Development at 
Wal-Mart, Inc., and Janet Wilkerson called two community 
leaders on the air and asked their advice to communities just 
getting started. Don Lorton, president of Magic Chef in Cleve- 
land, Tenn., recommended that communities "really stress this 
grass roots thing...it is not a national program. It should be 
tailored to the needs, the feelings and the vision of that local 
community. It should be wide and it should be broad." Libi 
Rhodes, vice president of Union Bank in Laredo, Texas, 
advised that everyone "have an open mind and have a lot of 
patience. Change isn't going to come along instantly ....Once 
we solve the education problems, we can solve just about 
anything as a community." 




How do standards affect what goes on in the classroom? 
Sharon I-eBlond, who teaches disadvantaged students in rural 
Norway, Maine, told the Satellite Town Meeting audience how 
giving children challenging subject matter — in her case, 
material based on the standards from the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics — raised student performance. 

The introduction of the NCTM standards at her school, along 
with a variety of hands-on, teaming, and problem solving 
approaches, has resulted in her Chapter 1 students scoring 25 
percent improvement on the Maine assessments in mathemat- 
ics. 

Riley and Kunin closed the town meeting with a brief 
checklist of ways people could get their communities started 
right away: 

A One, find out if your local schools are using the world-class 
math standards developed by the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics. If not, write to NCTM for a 
copy. 

A Two, find out if your state or school district is developing 
standards. Ask how you can participate or help. 

A Three, contact the nationwide projects working on content 
standards in the different disciplines. Ask for a copy of their 
draft standards and let them know what you think of them. 
Share their current drafts with the teachers in your schools. 

A And, most important — get your local community and 
school district thinking about standards. If it hasn't already 
started, you can begin the critical discussion. It starts with 
two questions: What do we want our children to know and 
be able to do? And — What can I do to help my children, 

n ®vJ all our local children, meet high standards? 
ERJ C nformation on the guests' programs, call 1-800-USA- 



GOALS Panel Says Progress is 
"Wholly Inadequate" 

America's progress towards the six National 
Education Goals is "wholly inadequate," 
says a report issued in late September by the 
bipartisan National Education Goals Panel 
(NEGP). 

The panel's 1993 report, called Building a 
Nation of Learners, calls for more citizen in- 
volvement and more challenging education 
standards to speed progress towards the Goals. 
NEGP, whose membership comprises 14 state 
and federal officials from both political parties, 
was created in June 1990 to monitor and report 
on national and state progress towards the 
Goals. 

Drawing on more than 40 studies gathered 
from over 15 agencies and research centers, the 
new two-volume report contains the most recent 
information on the nation and each state's 
progress. Findings include: 

▲ Goal 1: More than half of all U.S. children 
are born with one or more significant risk 
factors that can impede further learning and 
development. 

▲ Goal 2: The high school completion rate, 
which increased steadily during the 1980s, 
has leveled off. 

▲ Goals 3 and 4: At no stage during the grade 
K-12 years do a majority of American stu- 
dents perform at levels necessary for success 
in later life. 

A Goal 5: More than half the adults in 

America can only meet the lowest levels of 
proficiency in reading and writing. 

▲ Goal 6: School violence and disciplinary 
problems are creating barriers for those 
students who want to work hard. 

One key to progress, the NEGP report says, is 
a voluntary system of challenging national and 
state standards that will blend expert classroom 
knowledge with that of researchers, policy 
makers, and the general public. 

For an executive summary of the National 
Education Goals Panel 1993 report, Building a 
Nation of Learners, call 1-800-USA-LEARN. 



Arc you on the Community Update mailing list? 
To receive your monthly copy, cnll 1-800-USA- 
LEARN. 
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Congress, continued 



needs are greatest: poor schools and poor communities. 

Schools, communities and states will receive federal support 
under the proposal for creating conditions that foster high- 
performance teaching and learning. Professional development 
for teachers, safe schools for children and partnerships between 
parents and schools are u, ;ng the key conditions that would be 
supported. The proposal also promotes increases flexibility for 
school innovation, couples with strong or accountability. 

The School-to-Work Opportunities Act of 1993 aims to 
establish a national framework in which states create compre- 
hensive systems to prepare students for the world of work. 
These systems would offer all young Americans an opportunity 



to participate in a high-quality, performance-based program — 
and to earn a high school diploma, a degree or diploma certify- 
ing successful completion of at least one year of postsecondary 
education, and an industry-recognized skill certificate. 

Developed jointly by the U.S. Department of Education and 
the U.S. Department of Labor, the initiative stresses the impor- 
tant links between school and work and addresses the needs of a 
changing economy in which workers must have higher-order 
thinking abilities and real skills. 

For more information about the proposed legislation call 1- 
800-USA-LEARN. 



The National Education 
Goals in Brief 

1. Ail Children Ready to Learn 

2. 90 Percent Graduation Rate 



3. All Children Competent in Core 
Subjects 




4. First in the World in Math and 
Science 

5. Every Adult Literate and Able to 
Compete in the Work Force 
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Next Town Meeting 
Lcoks at Kentucky and 
''Systemic Reform" 

How schools and communities in 
Kentucky are transforming their 
education system since the pas- 
sage of their landmark school 
reform legislation will be the focus of 
the next Goals 2000 Satellite Town 
Meeting on Tuesday, November 16, 
at 8:30 p.m. Eastern Time. 

The key concept of this discus- 
sion will be "systemic reform" — 
how schools and communities can 
align all the elements of the educa- 
tion system — including curriculum, 
instruction, assessments, school 
governance, parental and commu- 
nity involvement, and school 
finances — so all children can reach 
high standards. 

Live from Lexington, Ky., U.S. 
Secretary of Education Richard 
Riley and Deputy Secretary 
Madeleine Kunin will welcome a 
panel of guests that will include both 
educators and community leaders. 
They will talk about the key role of 
the parents and the community in 
Kentucky's reform program, as well 
as the Importance of standards and 
assessments, and the critical role of 
communications and the consen- 
sus-building effort. 

Coordinates for the November 
Satellite Town Meeting are: 

C-Band: Galaxy 4, Transponder 
5, Horizontal Polarization, Downlink 
Frequency 3800 Mhz, Audio 
Subcarrier 6.8. 

Ku-Band: SpaceNet 2, Transpon- 
der 22, Downlink Frequency 1 1 ,980 
Mhz., Horizontal Pole, Audio 
Subcarriers 6.8, Orbital location: 69 
degrees West. 

To find out how your community 
can join in the Satellite Town 
Meeting, or for information on local 
downlink sites in your area, call 1- 
800-USA LEARN. 
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Technology b "A Very Valuable 
Tool " to Help All Children Learn 

Schools and Communities Are Encouraged to Find Creative Uses for Technology 
Technology has the potential to improve the way an entire school works — from the 

way that parents and teachers interact, to the way children can work and learn together, 

agreed the panel of national and community leaders on last month's GOALS 2000 

Satellite Town Meeting. 
"...Technology will enable us to do something different in schools that we've never 

done," stated West Virginia Superintendent of Schools Henry Marockie, one of the 

Town Meeting panelists, "and it will enable us to do better than we've ever done 

before." 

Deputy Secretary of Education Madeleine Kunin hosted the program which was 
broadcast live from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce's studios in Washington, D.C. 

Participants in local community meetings across the country as well as viewers 
watching the Town Meeting at home on public access television stations heard how 
technology has unique potential for helping all stidents to achieve. 

Secretary of Education Dick Riley introduced 'hat theme in a taped message at the 
beginning of the program. He said that technology can be "a very valuable tool for 
helping students to reach high standards" and stressed that technology was the power 
to transform and improve an entire school. 

In addition to Marockie, Deputy Secretary Kunin' s other guests were Stanley 
Johnson, a computer science teacher at Jefferson Junior High School in Washington, 
D.C; Jacquelyn Brand, Director of the Alliance for Technology Access; David 
Thornburg, head of the Thomburg Center for Professional Development which 
specializes in educational technology; and Linda Roberts, the U.S. Department of 
Education's special advisor on educational technology. 

Marockie explained how West Virginia has instituted a state-wide initiative on 
technology under his leadership. Every child and teacher in kindergarten through third 
grade has access to a computer and the training needed to make good use of the 

See Technology, page 2 



Revised Schedule For Satellite Town Meetings 

Here's a revised schedule of topics for the Satellite Town Meetings (STMs) for the 
remainder of the 1993 - 1 994 school year. Please note that the dates remain the same 
as originally published — we've switched a few of the topics in response to requests 
from some members of the STM network. 

November 1 6 "Systemic Reform: State and Community Profiles" 

January 1 8 "The Arts in Education" 

February 1 5 "Opportunity to l *am: Helping ALL Students Reach High Standards" 

March 1 5 "Preparing Work /lass Teachers" 

April 1 9 "Helping U.S. Stuuents To Be First in the World in Math and Science" 

May 1 7 Time and Learning: New Ideas for Education, Inside and Outside 
School" 

June 21 Increasing Parent Involvement in Education" 

Just a reminder: The Satellite Town Meeting is always on the third Tuesday of the 
month. Each STM begins at 8:30 pm Eastern Time. 
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New Awards Announced 
For Communities 

The Coalition on Educational Initiatives (CEI), a 
partnership that includes several major U.S. corpora- 
tions and the USA TODAY newspaper, has an- 
nounced the "Community Solutions for Education" 
competition, a new awards program that will recog- 
nize grassroots programs for improving education 
for young people. 

Applications are being accepted from any combi- 
nation of community organizations working together 
to improve learning opportunities for children from 
ages birth to 18. The competition's sponsors are 
looking for programs that 
A unite the community in support of education; 

▲ encourage cooperation among community organi- 
zations; and 

▲ can serve as models for other communities. 
USA TODAY will spotlight winning programs in 

its pages as well as in a national resource guide. The 
Coalition will also present certificates and plaques to 
the winners. 

A panel of representatives from educational and 
community organizations will select 51 semifinalists 
and 5 national winners. The deadline for entries is 
Jan. 15, 1994. Winners will be announced in USA 
TODAY in April 1994. 

Members of the Coalition on Educational Initia- 
tives are the Coca Cola Company, State Farm Insur- 
ance, Crest, Tide, U.S. Sprint, EduQuest, Laidlaw, 
Inc., and Optimist Clubs. The Coalition's Advisory 
Council includes a number of national associations 
and groups, including the U.S. Department of Edu- 
cation. 

For more information or an application, contact: 
Community Solutions for Education, c/o Education 
and Family Initiatives, USA TODAY, 1000 Wilson 
Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22229. Telephone: 
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Next Town Meeting 
Looks at the Arts in 
Education 



How schools and communities can 
work together to improve arts 
education will be the focus of the next 
Goals 2000 Satellite Town Meeting 
on Tuesday, January 18, at 8:30 p.m. 
Eastern Time. 

Live from Washington, D.C., U.S. 
Secretary of Education Richard Riley 
and Deputy Secretary Madeleine 
Kunin will welcome a pane! of guests 
from state and community arts 
organizations and schools who will 
talk about innovative programs that 
help students learn about the arts. 

The discussion will focus on the 
importance of arts education; how 
arts can help students learn in other 
academic disciplines such as math 
and science; the arts' special 
potential for reaching disadvantaged 
or disabled students; how cultural 
institutions, including museums and 
galleries, can work with schools to 
improve arts education; and how the 
soon-to-be-published standards for 
arts education will effect teaching and 
(earning. 

The Goals 2000: Educate America 
Act now being considered by the 
Congress includes the arts in National 
Education Goal 3 as one of the core 
content areas in which students 
should demonstrate competency. 

Coordinates for the January 
Satellite Town Meeting are: 

C-Band: Galaxy 4, Transponder/ 
Channel 5; Horizontal Polarization; 
Downlink Frequency 3800; Audio 
Subcarriers 6.2 and 6.8; Orbital 
Location: 99 degrees West. 

Ku-Band: G-Star 4, Transponder/ 
Channel 15; Vertical Polarization; 
Downlink Frequency 12110; Audio 
Subcarriers 6.2 and 6.8; Orbital 
Location: 105 degrees West. 

To find out how your community 
can join in the Satellite Town Meeting 
or for information on local downlink 
sites in your area, call 1-800-USA- 
, 1 EARN. 
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Sweeping Changes In Kentucky 
Schools Aim to Help Students 
Reach High Standards 

Guests on Satellite Town Meeting Talk About Systemic Reform 

Education in Kentucky has changed dramatically since the passage of the 
Kentucky Educational Reform Act (KERA). The changes are mostly due to 
refocusing the entire system around helping all students achieve high standards, 
explained a panel of Kentucky state leaders and community members during last 
month's GOALS 2000 Satellite Town Meeting. 

The Town Meeting's host, Deputy Secretary Madeleine Kunin, noted that 
"President Clinton has said that virtually every challenge in America is being met 
successfully by someone, somewhere. Kentucky provides an excellent model of a 
system improving all of the pieces of education at the same time." She urged 
participants to use the example of Kentucky reform as a model for their communi- 
ties and schools. 

Sponsored by the United Parcel Service and KET, The Kentucky Network, the 
program was broadcast live from Lexington, Kentucky and included a studio 
audience of community members who are actively involved in the Kentucky reform 
efforts. Around the country, people in community meetings or watching on public 
access television stations participated in the program by calling in and asking 
questions about the progress and struggles in Kentucky. 

Panelists provided an honest assessment of the Kentucky experience and how it is 
relevant to the rest of the country. They included Dr. Thomas Boysen, Kentucky 
Commissioner of Education; Lois Weinberg, Chair, The Prichard Committee for 
Academic Excellence, a community resource group; Sherron Jackson, a parent 
from Frankfort, Kentucky active in his child's school-based management commit- 
tee; and Marge des Grosseilliers, a principal from Cabot, Vermont where school 
reform is occurring at the community level. 

Commissioner Thomas Boysen addressed the challenges of changing the whole 
system, "I sometimes think of it as moving from riding a tri[cycle] to riding a 
bi[cycle]. When ricing the trike we knew that stability could be achieved by going 
very slowly but if we tried that on the bike — on this systemic reform — we're 
going to lose our balance." Boysen noted that simply changing attitudes was the 
first challenge. "You have to change a number of things: you have to change your 

See Kentucky, page 2 
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"Teacher TV" Partners with the Satellite Town Meeting 

Clips from The Learning Channel's weekly cable television series Teacher TV are now a regular 
feature of the Goals 2000 Satellite Town Meetings. A co-production of The Learning Channel and 
the National Education Association, Teacher TV takes viewers to schools and other sites across the 
country in search of real-life solutions to the challenges facing students and staff in America's 
schools. Excerpts from Teacher TV qxq being used in taped segments of the Satellite Town Meeting 
to provide background and context for the topics covered. Teacher TV airs every Sunday from 6- 
6:30 pm Eastern Time on The Learning Channel. To receive more information on The Learning 
Channel and its availability in your area, call 1-800-443-1212. 
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February Town Meeting 
Looks at Strategies for 
At-fiisk Students 



How schools and communities 
can help disadvantaged and at-risk 
students to succeed in school will 
be the focus of the next Goals 2000 
Satellite Town Meeting on Tuesday, 
February 15, at 8:30 p.m. Eastern 
Standard Time. 

From the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce studios in Washington, 
D.C., Secretary of Education Dick 
Riley and Deputy Secretary 
Madeleine Kunin will lead a 
discussion of ways that urban, 
suburban, and rural communities 
can better prepare low-income and 
low-achieving students to meet 
challenging academic standards 
and receive a world-class educa- 
tion. 

Riley, Kunin, and their panel of 
guests will talk with communities 
across the country about how 
offering disadvantaged students 
challenging (instead of watered- 
down) subject matter can help them 
succeed; how to better prepare 
teachers to work with at-risk and 
disadvantaged students; how new 
technologies can help; and how 
health, counselling or other services 
to disadvantaged students might be 
better coordinated at the school site. 

Coordinates for the February 
Satellite Town Meeting are: 

C-Band: Galaxy 7, Transponder/ 
Channel 18; Vertical Polarization; 
Downlink Frequency 4060; Audio 
Subcarriers 6.2 and 6.8; Orbital 
Location: 91 degrees West. 

Ku-Band: SBS-6, Transponder/ 
Channel 5; Horizontal Polarization; 
Downlink Frequency 1 1823; Audio 
Subcarriers 6.2 and 6.8; Orbital 
Location: 95 degrees West. 

To find out how your community 
can join in the Satellite Town 
Meeting, or for information on local 
downlink sites in your area, call 1- 
800-USA-LEARN. 
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The Arts Are Essential to School Reform, 
Panel Tells Satellite Meeting Audience 

Integrating aits education into the curriculum can improve overall academic 
achievement and better prepare students for the workplace, said a panel of national 
and community leaders during last month's GOALS 2000 Satellite Town Meeting. In 
the words of U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education Madeleine Kunin, "What you learn in 
the aits prepares you for life, besides being a lot of fun." 

In a discussion led by Education Secretary Dick Riley and Kunin, panelists empha- 
sized the positive and far-reaching affects of quality aits education. Guests included 
Scott Sanders, deputy chair of the National Endowment for the Arts; Glenn Connor, 
principal. Meeker Elementary School in Ames, Iowa; Marcia MacCagno Neel, music 
teacher, Clark High School, Las Vegas, Nev.; and Rick Jones, executive director of the 
Hamilton-Fairfield Arts Association, Hamilton, Ohio. 

Sponsored by Binney & Smith, Miles, Inc. and the Arts Institutes International, the 
Town Meeting addressed issues of partnerships, standards and funding for arts educa- 
tion. In a taped segment, National Endowment for the Arts chair Jane Alexander 
stressed the necessity of the arts for every child. **The arts involve the intellect, the 
emotion, the body,the soul, the imagination, creativity, and problem solving. The arts 
are about solving problems and life is about solving problems." 

The Satellite Town Meeting was coproduced by the Education Department and the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Several hundred state and community arts groups joined 
the Town Meeting network for January's discussion. 

A former aits teacher, principal Glenn Connor said he incorporates the arts through- 
out his school. 4 The arts naturally lend themselves to total involvement on the part of 
children. A lot of the other disciplines are beginning to try to model this: I look at the 
math standards [that include] hands-on problem-solving and working with 
manipulatives, and I note that the arts have been doing this for years." 

See Arts, page 4 



Communities, Schools Share News About 
Arts and Education Partnerships 

EDITOR'S NOTE: A number of enthusiastic school administrators, arts agency 
staff and business partners responded to the request in last month* s u Community 
Update 1 * for examples of partnership approaches for involving the arts in educa- 
tion. Here's a sample of some of the programs submitted: 

Thanks to the vision and dedication of community member Ginger Head, some 
72,000 Ft Worth (Texas) Independent School District students have rich, 
curriculum-based arts education experi- 
ences both in and outside school. Ms. 
Head developed the program with the 
district superintendent for instruction, 
taking it from a week-long arts celebra- 
tion to what has now become a full-year 
schedule of arts education. Ms. Head 
See Partnerships) page 2 
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New Federal Initiative Will Assist 
Community Development 

Local education and community leaders will want to 
know more about the new federal Empowerment Zone 
and Enterprise Community Initiative, which will offer sub- 
stantial grants, tax benefits and other assistance for bot- 
tom-up, community-based efforts to revitalize low-income 
urban and rural areas around the nation. 

The new program will assist communities in developing 
local initiatives to create economic opportunities and liv- 
able neighborhoods where education, work, and families 
can flourish. 

Under the program, the federal government will desig- 
nate nine communities (six urban and three rural) that will 
be eligible for up to $100 million in funding, as well as tax 
benefits, including employment and training credits. The 
government will also designate another 95 areas as 
Enterprise Communities, which will each be eligible for a 
grantof$2.95 million andtax benefits. Both Empowerment 
Zones WxTEtnerprise ^Communities witfbe eligible fo 
receive additional resources, including loan guarantees 
for low income housing and priority for various federal 
discretionary grants. 

The cornerstone of the program is a comprehensive 
strategic plan, developed by each community, that pre- 
sents its vision for coordinated economic, human, commu- 
nity and physical development. The plan must be based on 
the direct participation of community residents, in collabo- 
ration with government agencies, non-profit organiza- 
tions, and business. School districts and institutions of 
higher education can be key partners in the development 
, and implementation of the strategic plan. 

To apply, a community must be nominated by its state. 
Designations will be made by the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development and Department of Agriculture, in 
consultation with other federal agencies, including the 
Department of Education. 

This month, regional technical assistance workshops 
are being held throughout the country for those interested 
in participating in the initiative. For a workshop schedule, 
application materials, orotherinformation, call the Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development at 1-800-998- 
9999. 



The National Education 
Goals in Brief 

1. All Children Ready to Learn 

2. 90 Percent Graduation Rate 

3. All Children Competent in Core 
Subjects 

4. First In the World in Math and Science 

5. Every Adult Literate and Able to 
Compete in the Work Force 

6. Safe, Disciplined, Drug-free Schools 
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says her inspiration came from her grandmother, who took her o 
her first trips to museums and performing an 
programs: "Grandma told me I was s; .'b 



taking me to places that brought my intellet 
|LjR_ S alive." With the assistance of teachers,artsagenc 
9* staff, and hundreds of volunteers, she has brougl 

tover fifty arts organizations together with schot 
partners to plan curriculum based arts experience 
which, after seven years of growth, now reac 
every student in the district. (For more informi 
tion, call Ginger Head at 8 17/870-1 141.) 
The Beaufort County School System in Beau 
fort, S.C., initially had trouble getting teachers interested in a yeai 
long arts infusion course, but after an outstanding success in its fir 
year, the program now has 60 teachers involved and more on 
waiting list for 1994. The "Connect/ons" program, which i 
supported by state and local arts and eduction organizations an 
is affiliated with the Kennedy Center Partnership program, offei 
teachers graduate credit to explore the concepts and processes < 
various art forms and to investigate the interrelationships of the ar 
with other curricula areas. For instance, dance can help studen: 
learn the science concepts of solid, liqui 
jft^l and gas; physical education and theatc 

came together in student-created skits aboi 
HJ* the history of basketball. Math and mus. 

316 ^ so a natura *' sa Y s Catherine Spence 
M m ^fcfll the system's Fine Arts Coordinator, 4 Tt 
4B^P whole rhythmic structure in music is not! 

I iflU in & more t * lm a mam ematical symb- 1 sy 
* ^ 9m tern." (Call Catherine Spencer, 8 2: 
4144) 

The Blue Springs (Mo.) 2000 Arts Partnership aims to pr< 
vide local students with an education in Music, Visual Art, Dane 
and Theater/Literature. With key partners from education, bus 
ness and the community, founder Bob Abernathy is making sui 
that ownership of and participation in the partnership is widi 
spread. The Arts Partnership watched the Satellite Town Meetir 
in their school board office thanks to the work of the earlu 
technology partnership. (Call Bob Abernathy, 800/872-5327.) 

Over the past 12 years, the Bushnell Theater in Hartforc 
Conn., has developed an arts in education program for schools i 
three area school districts called "PARTNERS - Partners in Ar 
and Education Revitalizing Schools." The program combines th 
work of over fifty arts, education, corporal 
Y funding and community organizations and ii 
I dividuals. Their integrated, sequential educi 

tional program utilizes the arts to impro\ 
Wtf skills m literacy and understanding of divers 
^^Rm cultures, and sponsors a series of family even 1 
fFJk both in and outside the schools. (Call Dough 
Evans, 203/527-3 123) 
Another school program coordinated by 
local performing arts group is the Arts in Community Educatic 
(ACE) program of the Milwaukee Symphony, 18 schools, ind 
vidual artists, parents, and 9 other community performing ar 
groups who see the arts as vital to education reform and ' 4 "he 
academic standards. The program is integrated with each s> , j1 
basic curriculum by arts as well as non-arts teachers, and a stron 
assessment component is demonstrating its significant impact c 
student's learning. Now in its fourth year, ACE is increasing i 
teacher preparation, planning and feedback components. Th 
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assessment is also showing that parents are learning 
alow with their children and are interested in being 
n tivoivedwith the program. (Call Mary Wayne 
Fritzschc, 414/291-7610.) 

In Norfolk, Va*, a national literary organization, a 
museum, the city school system, the local state uni- 
versity and the state commission on the arts came 
together to create a partnership that fosters writing 
skills by having students write poetry after viewing 
and studying pieces of visual art (Call Andrea Collins, 804/683- 
5901.) 

The New Ballet School in New York City was thrilled to 
announce last year that it received a National Endowment for the 
Arts Challenge Grant which enables the school to audition and 
offer tuition-free schooling to still more New York City school 
students. Although the majority of students will not pursue stage 
careers, without this study of classical dance most of the students 
would miss the opportunity to learn from it 
the concentration and self-discipline that 
develops a sense of their own potential and 
accomplishment. (Call Susan Spier, 212/ 
777-7710.) 

Chicago is the home of "Good Vibes," a 
music, theatre, and dance ensemble designed 
to get students to take responsibility for their 
health, in the contexts of substance abuse, physical abuse, relation- 
ships, AIDS and violence. Students have developed performance 
pieces based on their own experiences and perform their woik for 
sc^-ols and community groups. Program officials say that the 
jx. iners hope to heighten other students' awareness of services 
available to help with health needs and to inspire them to choose to 
seek whatever solutions are needed. Program founders Rich 
O'Dell of the Chicago Academy of the Arts and entertainer Ben 
Vereen say "Good Vibes" is fairly inexpensive once operational, 
and they hope to create similarensembles around the country. (Call 
Rich Odcll, 312/781-4056.) 

Marshall Field's department stores, headquartered in Chicago, 
commissioned a study to assess the arts-in-education needs of the 
city's schools. The study revealed that students get 
more excited about school subjects and perform 
better when learning through the arts because the 
arts allow them to participate more fully in their 
own learning. Field's created Chicago Arts Part- 
nerships in Education (C A.P.E.) to promote link- 
ages between neighborhood schools, arts institu- 
tions and community-based organizations so that 
arts education would become p^rt of the everyday 
learning process for Chicago's students. A new 
level of cooperation and coordination among fund- 
ing sources has been achieved and participants have the benefit of 
a strong series of support workshops. (Call Amie Aprill, 312/781- 
4056.) 




H \Jt7f * must set tough world-class academic and 

ww occupational standards for <dl our 
children. And give our teachers and students the 
tools they need to meet them. Our Goals 2000 
proposal will empower individual school districts 
to experiment with ideas like chartering their 
schools to be run by private corporations or 
having more public school choice, to do whatever 
they wish to do as long as we measure every 
school by one high standard: Are our children 
learning what they need to know to compete and 
win in the global economy? 

Goals 2000 links world class standards to grass- 
roots reforms.... 99 

President Clinton, 
in his State of the Union Message, 1125194 
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National Cable Network Airs the GOALS 
2000 SateUite Town Meeting 

Mind Extension University (ME/U), the cable 
television netv/ork, has announced that it will 
rebroadcast the Goals 2000 Satellite Town Meeting 
each month. 

ME/U, which reaches more than 25.5 million 
households in approximately 8,500 communities, 
will air the event at 7:00 EST on the Saturday 
evening following the Department's live broadcast. 
(The Goals 2000 Satellite Town Meeting airs on 
the third Tuesday of the month.) 

"Our viewers are very concerned about what is 
happening in the field of education and how these 
developments affect us locally," said Greg Liptak, 
president of ME/U. 4 *The rebroadcasts of these 
monthly satellite town meetings puts them in touch 
with national and community leaders who are 
shaping the future of education in our society." 

ME/U, a subsidiary of Jones Education Net- 
works, Inc., works in conjunction with over 25 
universities and the nation's leading providers of 
distance education. The network offers a broad 
range of personal enrichment, skills-based, and 
college-credit programming, including a choice of 
eight degree programs, computer literacy classes, 
and language, cultural, computer-related program- 
ming. For more information, call ME/U at 
(303)792-3111. 
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Broadcast live to community meetings all over the country 
and to many public access stations, the Satellite Town Meeting 
provided an opportunity for people to call into the program and 
ask questions related to arts education. Many callers and 
questioners from the live studio audience asked about funding 
and how to make the arts essential despite budget cuts. 

In Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, PBS affiliate WQED and Miles, 
Inc„ a major employer in the area, formed a partnership to 
downlink the Satellite Town Meeting to a group of over 200 
people. The group's Sarah Tanbucci asked, "What incentives 
will the federal government offer to encourage states to accom- 
plish the national standards for arts education as they are being 
developed?" 

iSecretary Riley explained that the pending legislation, 
GOALS 2000: Educate America, "will have funds with it [that] 
arc pushed right on to the school level It is really a bottoms-up 
effort and should we get it passed ....we will have that kind of 
energy coming up from the classroom itself to reach the 
standards....We hope that GOALS 2000 would help set priori- 
ties and make it (standards) a very important part of the school." 

Throughout the teleconference, the conversation returned to 
the essential reason that communities must form partnerships to 
support arts education: the children. Said Marcia Neel, "The 
arts instill in our young people the ability to engage in active 
learning, participatory learning, and they learn skills such as 
creative thinking, creative problem solving, they learn how to 
address many problems that are going to come up later in the 
workplace. Teamwork is a very important aspect as well." 

NOTE: The Department has prepared a detailed background 
paper — full of examples and suggested resources on how you 
can make arts education a central part of your school reform 
plans. If you haven't yet received one, call 1-800-USA 
LEARN. Or — to receive the paper electronically — if you 
have a computer and a modem and access to the Internet, call 1- 
800-USA LEARN and we'll show you how to receive the paper 
on the arts. 
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GOALS 2000 

Educate America 



World-Class Teachers 
Will be the Focus of 
March Town Meeting 

Developing and supporting 
world-class teachers will be the 
topic for the next Goals 2000 
Satellite Town Meeting on Tues- 
day, March 15, at 8:30 p.m. 
Eastern Time. 

Communities and schools in the 
satellite network will have the 
opportunity to share ideas with 
Secretary of Education Dick Riley, 
Deputy Secretary of Education 
Madeleine Kunin, and their guests 
about ways to provide teachers 
with the preparation, time, support, 
and other resources they need so 
that they can help students reach 
high standards. 

Among the issues to be dis- 
cussed are: how businesses, 
colleges, and other institutions in 
the community can help provide 
professional development for 
teachers; how to provide teachers 
with more and better ways of 
communicating with one another; 
and how schools of education are 
changing to better prepare world- 
class teachers. 

Coordinates for She March 
Satellite Town Meeting are as 
follows (note they are the same as 
Februarys coordinates): 

C-Band: Galaxy 7, Transponder/ 
Channel 18; Vertical Polarization; 
Downlink Frequency 4060; Audio 
Subcarriers 6.2 and 6.8; Orbital 
Location: 91 degrees West. 

Ku-Band: SBS-6, Transponder/ 
Channel 5; Horizontal Polarization; 
Downlink Frequency 1 1823; Audio 
Subcarriers 6.2 and 6.8; Orbital 
Location: 95 degrees West 

To find out how your community 
can Join In the Satellite Town 
Meeting, or for information on local 
downlink sites in your area, call 1- 
S00-USA-LEARN. 
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America's 
"Moral 
Urgency" 
To 

Reconnect 
Children 
And 
Schools 

Secretary Riley Calls For 
New Commitment From 
Parents, Communities 



On Tuesday, February 15, US. Secretary of Education Richard Riley delivered 
the first State of American Education address to an audience of more than 700 
students , parents, educators, and business, labor and community leaders at 
Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. Following are excerpts from the address: 

I come before you ... to speak ... about what we have learned these last ten years 
since former Secretary of Education Ted Bell released "A Nation at Risk" — a report 
that warned us about the decline in American education and that inspired many of us to 
look searchingly at the very structure of education. 

I suggest to you today that the issue is not the latest ranking of schools or students. 
For some schools are excellent, some are improving, some have the remarkable 
capacity to change for the better, and some should never be called schools at all. 

The issue is not "good," "bad" or "rank" — but whether we are changing fast 
enough to save and educate this generation of young people ... whether education has 
kept up with the fundamental and far-reaching changes in the economic and social 
structure of this nation. 

For it goes without saying that there is great disconnection. Too many young people 
come to school unprepared — too many drift through school uninspired and bored — 
too many drop out — and too many of our "neglected majority" (the 75 percent who 
don't go on to a four-year college) wake up the day after graduation with no meaning- 
ful idea about wharto do with their futures. 

There is indeed a sense out there — even among those young people who have 
climbed the educational ladder of achievement — that this generation may be the first 

See Reconnect, page 3 
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t$ Reaching High Standards Means Connecting 
* All Students, Town Meeting Audience Hears 



The February 15 Satellite Town Meeting, which took 
place a few hours after Secretary Riley's State of Educa- 
tion address, used the Secretary's message as a starting 
point for a spirited discussion of ways to connect young 
people to their schools, and schools to communities. 

Guests explained that parents, teachers, businesses, 
community leaders, social service providers and many 
others must forge new connections to help schools ensure 
that every student meets high expectations. And, they 
agreed, such connections are particularly important for 
disadvantaged and at-risk youth. 

We must "expect...and demand...that young people 
respond to the call of excellence," said Janie Hill Hatton, 
principal of Milwaukee Trade and Technical School and 
the 1 993 national principal of the year. She said that the 
task of helping ALLchildren to meet high expectations will 
entail "reinventing the word 'community.'" 

The other guests in the discussion moderated by Sec- 
retary Riley and Deputy Secretary Madeleine Kunin were 
Joseph T. Gorman, chairman and CEO of TRW, Inc., and 
the chair of the Business Roundtable's Education Task 
Force; David Chavez, superintendent, Loving Municipal 
Schools, in Loving, N.M.; and Nancy Brandt, manager of 
education programs, Continental Bank, Chicago, III. 

Gorman explained that businesses can be an essential 
partner in reinventing communities to help schools. "Busi- 
ness can help lead the coalitions made up of all segments 
of society that are critically important if we are going to get 
from here to there," he said, referring to high standards. 
He said that helping students achieve will mean a great 
deal to his company in the future and to the country "in 
terms of being able to compete and prosper, and to grow 
economically." 

Continental's Nancy Brandt echoed Gorman when ex- 
plaining why the bank was concerned about the schools 
in the West Humboldt Park community of Chicago. "A 
bank is really interested in the vitality of the whole city, 
because that's where its' customers are.. .and community 
economic development, good, affordable housing, and 



quality urban education makes the city a better place." 

Brandt and David Chavez took part in a special discus- 
sion of local programs that are successfully connecting 
disadvantaged youth with skills and services. 

In a part of the city beset with many urban ills, including 
abandonment by public and private sectors, Brandt coor- 
dinates the Orr School Network, an innovative con- 
nection of Orr High School, twelve elementary schools 
and Continental Bank. School and bank officials work 
together to solve their shared problems as a community. 
Continental Bank serves a broker for resources, drawing 
in other business and needed social services to support 
learning in the schools. Every month the principals of all 
of the schools meet to look at education as a coherent 
system and solve problems together. 

As superintendent of rural Loving Municipal Schools in 
southeastern New Mexico, David Chavez battles geog- 
raphy and the challenges of many bilingual students. Yet 
with over 1 00 square miles and bus rides of over an hour 
each way for some students, Chavez boasts 98 percent 
attendance rates and a 4 percent drop-out rate. 

He attributed his success to the schools' commitment 
to engage students and parents. Parents are involved in 
the planning of priorities for the school district and 
businesses are engaged in shadowing and mentoring 
programs. 

For the first time a community joined the town meeting 
live via satellite: San Antonio 2000 held a community 
meeting in the television facility at USAA, a major insur- 
ance company, and "up-linked" to the national town 
meeting. Participants were able to see the San Antonio 
meeting and ask questions about the innovative pro- 
grams in Ihat city. 

The February Satellite Town Meeting was sponsored 
by Miles, Inc. and Metropolitan Life and produced in 
cooperation with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. The 
town meeting was broadcast live from the Chamber's 
Biznet television studios. For more contact information 
on the guests, call 1-800-USA-LEARN. 
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that has no great expectations of advancing the American 
Dream. And can we say that they are entirely wrong? 
^ Is a nation tiuly connected to its children, child-centered and 
committed to their futures when it allows one of out every five 
children to grow up in poverty and often with violence? 

When we see children killing children, can we say that we 
have listened to them with all due care? For violence is a 
language, a sound that always captures our attention and always 
too late. 

"(There is) a disconnection so pervasive 
between adult America and the children of 
America that we are all losing touch with 
one another." 



If I am troubled by anything, it is this — we seem, as a 
nation, to be drifting toward a new concept of childhood which 
says that a child can be brought into this world and allowed to 
fend for himself or herself. There is a disconnection here that 
demands our attention ... a disconnection so pervasive between 
adult America and the children of America that we are all 
losing touch with one another. 

This is why we must come to the realization that we must 
find new ways to give parents and families the support they 
need to help their children grow ... a new compact that involves 
all of us in an effort to reconnect children to learning. As 
President Clinton said in his State of the Union address, 
' '"parents who know their children's teachers and turn off the 
television and help with the homework and teach their kids 
right from wrong — these kinds of parents can make all the 
difference." 

So there is a moral urgency to our coming together ... a need 
to act ... to reconnect ... to make our schools the best in the 
world. Yes, public education has many problems. I am no 
Pollyanna. Education, like any institution in our society, can be 
intolerant of new thinking; bureaucratic, and reluctant to give 
upold habits. I am a reformer and I know how hard it is to 
make change happen and make it stick.... 

\We must have a new ideal of American education grounded 
in the practical and hard-earned lessons of the last ten years. 
Lessons that we have come to understand, school by school, 
child by child ... lessons that serve our schools and our children 
very well. 

We learned that children who come to school healthy — who 
have gotten their shots, participated in early childhood pro- 
grams and have had parents read with them — are children who 
are engaged and ready to learn. They are connected to learning. 

We learned that, despite our best intentions, some of our best 
laid plans had gone awry ... that categorizing and pulling out 
our children ... telling them to just learn the minimum and to 
expect nothing more from themselves ... led them to do just 
that For too many of our children, we inadvertently created a 
tyranny of low expectations. A watered-down curriculum came 
\ to be and still remains, to my mind, the surest way of turning a 
J child who can learn into an angry, illiterate 19-year-old dropout 
...without hope. 

We learned that excellence and equity are not incompatible. 
T "come and race have little, if anything, to do with the act of 
^ j^Quning. Yes, it helps children to have their minds engaged 

f;V . . 



because caring parents have afforded them extra opportunities 
to learn. And, yes — the drag of poverty can indeed pull 
children down. 

But the sheer act of learning — of getting smart — is not 
determined at birth. All children can leant You get smart by 
taking die tougher course and having the inspired teacher ... 
hard work, you see, really does pay off. 

Children respond to the expectations that we hold for them. 
Children who are in schools with high expectations and chal- 
lenging curricula learn more than students who are found in 
undemanding low-level education environments. 

Here is another lesson we have learned — teachers are better 
teachers if they have real time to learn new skills and teaching 
techniques and to develop engaging lessons and meaningful 
assessment ... professional development time. 

We also now know that schools do well when they make new 
connections — when they involve the business community — 
the arts and science communities — when they go out and 
engage die university community in a common effort to raise 
standards — when they link social services to the schools, if 
they are needed, so teachers can devote their time to teaching. 

Above all, we recognize again the very old virtue that parents 
are the first and most important teachers 



"There is a moral urgency to our coming 
together a need to act .„ to reconnect to 
itiake our schools the best in the world. " 



As we look to re-connect our children, I want to stress four 
important connections that deserve our special attention. 

First, we must ground ourselves in reality. The break-up of 
the American family and the isolation of family members from 
each other, even in intact families, has had a profound and 
lasting effect on the education of our children. As I have said 
many times before, parents need to slow down their lives and 
help their children grow .... 

I believe all parents, regardless of their station in life or even 
See Reconnect, page 4 
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their level of education, have the capacity and obligation to 

teach their children a love of learning I urge education 

leaders to look beyond the role of patents as volunteers and 
fundraisers; to actively incorporate, as so many schools are now 
doing, parents and other adults into the very process of learning. 
Parents create the frame; teachers help children fill in die 
picture. 

A second important connection vital to the success of 
American education is die re-connection with our alienated 
minority youth 

I am deeply concerned about the high drop-out rate among 
our Hispanic- American young people; the growing sense of 
disconnection that so many young 
people of all races feel because they 
have no sense that a future is 
possible for them.... 

No child in America, of any race, 
color or ethnic persuasion, can 
succeed if he or she falls for the lie 
that using your mind is a sign of 
weakness. If our children grow up 
thinking that excellence is only for somebody else, they will 
succumb to the very prejudice, stereotype and injustice that 
have done so much to damage others before them. 

Third, there is an absolute and vital link between reform of 
elementary and secondary education and ongoing reform efforts 

in higher education We are, I think, at the threshold of a 

new and important public dialogue ... one that is only now 
beginning to emerge ... a dialogue on the meaning of account- 
ability and standards for higher education. 

The very process of setting standards at the elementary and 
secondary level will have, by definition, an enormous impact on 
the higher education community. It will create a new public 
dynamic — a public more aware, more involved, and more 



attuned to making the connection between schools and results.... 

Fourth — education has to connect with technology. We are 
determined that Vice-President Gore's challenge to link up 
every classroom in America to the Information Superhighway 
becomes a reality for all students. 

I intend to do all I can to make sure that when the final deals 
are cut, the classroom won't be cut out Because every child 
must be computer literate; and a new generation of teachers 
needs to learn new skills to make interactive learning a real 
experience. 

The power to help our young people is here in this audience 
— with all of you — and with the millions of teachers and 

business leaders, parents and 
senior citizens — all Americans — 
who recognize that our children 
are a living report card and a 
reflection of the caring and 
attention of the entire community. 
John Dewey gave us this charge 
many years ago that has stood the 
test of time. "What the best and 
wisest parent wants tortus land may I say, her] child, that must 
be [what] the community wants for all of its children: Any 
other ideal for our schools is narrow and unlovely; [acted upon,] 
it destroys our democracy." What the best and wisest parent 
wants for their child, we must all want for all children. 

You see, this is why we believe in high standards for all 
children. This is why it is time for all Americans to connect up 
again with our children. Join us in this campaign for the future 
of our children — parents and children re-connected — schools 
and communities re-connected. 

For the complete text of Secretary Riley's State of American 
Education address, call 1-800-USA-LEARN. 



"No child in America, of any race, color or 
ethnic persuasion, can succeed if he or she 
falls for the lie that using your mind is a sign 
of weakness." 
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